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Show Edition
FROM THE PRESIDENT – ‘Presidential Ponderings’
Welcome to the Christmas edition of Billboard where we review “A Night
To Remember” and hope to bring back some happy memories.
To say that the show was special is something of an understatement. The
Remembrance section at the end of the first half was very moving and the
involvement of the Royal British Legion in this and throughout the week in
the foyer made it even more special. That aside, the rest of the show
surpassed our usual high standards and was a joy, both in content and
performance. Comments from audiences and guests and the reviews
from the NODA reps and the press were without exception extremely enthusiastic and
complimentary.
We were so lucky to have again the involvement of the children from Claines and Wilden and
the fabulous dancers from Harlequin Stage School, so, many congratulations to Val, her
production team and to absolutely everyone involved with the show for once more coming up
with the goods.
The show being a virtual sell-out even with the extra performance means a healthy profit will
have been made which ensures our financial footing is sound and once more I must express
our thanks to Steve and Jacque Cook from Stage A Show who provided all the scenery for
nothing. This helped us to make the donation of £2000 to the Legion and in addition to that I
have been able to forward an additional cheque to them for £178 being the takings from the ‘fun
-run’ raffle and the sale of photo CD’s. I have received letters with grateful thanks for both
donations.
So we look forward to “Celebrate The Season” and all the rehearsals leading up to it. We will be
supporting the Grace Kelly Ladybird Trust and Acorns Hospice, both very appropriate with the
children’s involvement in our shows.
In the meantime, see you at the AGM/DVD night and from Gill and I have a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Dick

FROM THE CHAIRMAN
Chairman’s Chunterings
Another sold out show, and it was great to have worked with
our friends from the Royal British Legion again and to have
helped raise money for this very worthy cause. It was good to
see some new faces onstage, and also some new faces in
our super backstage team led by Adam and Mat. As
announced in the final show, we say farewell Paul Bellamy
with our grateful thanks for compering the last six shows and
for being part of our comedy team before that.
It has been a pleasure to have chaired your hardworking
committee for another year. We have thanked departed
committee members Jonathan and Aileen for their longstanding contributions, and have welcomed on to the
committee Adam, Mat, Helen and Stuart and Julie Ford has stepped up to elected
Secretary.
“A Night to Remember” will not start to fade from the memory until after DVD
Night, but preparations for our 2019 show ”Celebrate the Season” are well under
way with Val and the section producers planning to give giving us a well-balanced
show which in parts revisits some favourite sections from the past, and for which
two sections have now been recorded.
By the time you read this we will have been carol singing at the hospital and had
our Christmas supper at PYPLC, so I wish you a Happy Christmas from Margaret
and me and look forward to seeing you at the AGM at 7.00 pm on Saturday 12
January 2019 at PYPLC, followed by DVD Night.
David

Ticket News from Gill
Well, what a brilliant show ‘A Night to Remember ‘ was in so many ways. Ticket
sales were the best ever since coming back to the Swan, an amazing 98% !!! My
thanks to you all for helping to achieve this
by selling so many tickets to your families
and friends.
We have received nothing but praise from
our regular patrons, who support us year
after year, and our block bookings, many of
whom have said that this was our best show
yet.
We have already received advance bookings
for 537 seats for next years show .That is a
massive 26% !!!!!
Well done to all, on stage and off, it was
great to be part of it.
Sending my love for a brilliant Christmas and
a Happy New Year
Gill x x x

FROM THE SHOW PRODUCER
Wow ! What a wonderful WMTC year we have had. Thank
you to everyone involved in not just an unforgettable show
week but also an amazing six months of rehearsals. I hope
like me, you’ve loved [nearly] every minute! Thank you also
on behalf of the creative team for our thoughtful cards and
presents. They are much treasured.
Plans for next year are steaming ahead with two sections
already recorded ready for the spring. As always we have
put together a magical mixture of songs from as many
decades and styles as we can fit into the time. Whether you
want to ‘Shake your tail feather’,‘ Run Rabbit Run’, ‘Rock
around the Christmas Tree’ or be a ‘ Dancing Fool’, we’ve
got the show for you. We can’t wait to tell you all about it at Meet the Show night on
March 25th.
Wishing you all a song filled Christmas and a tuneful New Year
Val x

A Night to Remember... Did you know? .......
* 420 strips of raffle tickets were sold for ‘The Cake’
* Over 60 named poppies fluttered down every performance
* Lots of the children thought that Pete and Sam were ‘up there’ solely to help them
with their moves.
* The Standard Bearers
One was a Falklands veteran
One was called Kipper
One had been on stage at The Royal British Legion Festival of Remembrance at The
Royal Albert Hall
One was a retired Grenadier Guard
* The first time the company were all together in the same room at the same time,
including audition night, was at the Tech.
* Darren didn’t miss a single rehearsal

Rehearsals
Rehearsals always pick up pace as
we move from August into
September. The children’s
appearance at Sunday rehearsals
give the cast a frisson of fear as
they realise that the show is very
definitely getting nearer! There
were unavoidable absences due to
holidays, and this year, illnesses
(Sam’s condition and operation in
particular worried
us all, but he made
a superb recovery,
to the extent that
he took part in a
number of sections
- we understand
that a few of his
nurses attended
the show, and
couldn’t quite
believe how well he
was doing!).
Besides, we did have subs, as Lee
proved when he subbed for Bernie in
her solo!
The rehearsals have been marked
more than ever by the great spirit that
the show invokes, and the
determination of everyone (cast and
backstage and musicians) to not only
get it right, but also to make it
spectacular! Most importantly, we
enjoy what we do, and that, I feel, is
the secret of our success.

Friends and Family Night
As we moved into
October, the rehearsals
became increasingly
intensive, as we moved
into Wednesday nights
and Sunday afternoons
as well. Friends and
Family Night is always a
slightly worrying time,
the thought of having
our first large audience
consisting of our
nearest and dearest
certainly heightened

awareness of how
close the show was,
and how much we had
to learn, but it also
showed how much we
had learned, and
indeed how far we had
come. The room was
bulging at the seams,
and a good time was
had by all.

Boys Practice Singing (Curry and Beer) Night
Well, WMTC loves a
tradition, and this is one
of the best loved. What
more could you want,
drinks, a get together with
friends, Dave’s superb
curry and a sing through
the show that we have
been practicing for 6
months, without the
pressure of the moves!
This year the singing was
better than ever before,
which could indicate less
consumption of alcohol
(unlikely) or the fact that
we were better prepared
than ever.

Band Call

You know that the show is virtually there when we all excitedly rock up to PYPLC to sing with
the band. This year, the band contained one new member on bass guitar, Alex Knight who
replaced our beloved Steve ‘The Sherpa’ Smith who was ill. Along with Billy on

Our Band

guitar, Graham on keyboards, and Lee on drums and percussion and bugle (fantastic!). As
always they excelled themselves - it is a joy to watch the faces of the new members as they
listen and perform to the band, and they realise that this really is something special.
It is also special because PYPLC disproves the old adage that you cannot fit a quart into a
pint pot, as we
somehow
push into the
two practice
rooms - the
band and all
their
equipment, the
singer dancers
and singers,
both teams of
Claines and
Wilden
children and
the team of
Harlequin
dancers, and
an audience!!!!
An exciting
day, only to be rivalled by the show itself. One of the highlights was watching the slides that
the audience would see as we sang through the Remembrance section - there was a bit of
surreptitious eye wiping going on!

Costume Transportation and Costume Night
A willing team of stalwart supporters turned up at the Acers to grab the costumes
from the cellars and
the attics, and
transport them with
the rails to PYPLC.
The rails, as always,
proved the major
difficulty (why do they
never fit the first
time?), but Carole and
her team performed
their usual miracles in
getting them ready for
the evening, assisted
by a sugar rush
provided by a cake
lovingly constructed
by Phil.

The costume evening itself ran as smoothly as ever - It is really

Phil’s Cake

only then that the
company appreciate
just how much work
has gone on behind
the scenes to make
this possible – and
the facts are
staggering – over
300 wonderful and
colourful costumes
are produced for the
cast, children and
dancers and
they ALWAYS look
great.
Well done to Carole
and all her team,
who dressed the
show so brilliantly.

Fun Run

A long-standing WMTC tradition is that on the Friday before the ‘get in’ and Technical, we
have a run-through, but with a difference - we dress up to a theme, and then perform as best
we can, impeded by whatever we have chosen to wear. This year the theme was ‘Dress to
scare and bring your Bear’, and some of the costumes were truly amazing, as were the bears.

After the ‘Run’ (and it really is fun!) most of us traditionally go over to the bowling rink next
door to drink and dance the night away. However, this is not the end for the ‘youngs’ as some
of them then hit the town until the small hours, whilst others, (like your editors!) repair home to
bed to catch up on some well deserved sleep. We would like some of
their energy!!!

The Get In
As always, the ‘Get in’ on Sunday 4th November was hard graft, enlivened by the
large number of people involved, including not only our dedicated backstage crew,
but also many members of the cast. Gareth is now well
Gareth thinking that
established as the professional Technical Director at the
they seem to know
Swan and has instituted a whole host of Health and
what they are doing.
Safety measures; we all had hard hats, Toe ‘Tectors and
Hi Vis vests (with the WMTC logo on!) (PS - Colin would
like the few missing WMTC Hi Vis vests back ready for
next year)

There was great
organisation, high spirits,
bacon sandwiches, and
once again such a smooth
operation that we were
ready actually
before time!! Well done to
our new Stage Manager Adam, our new Technical Manager Matt and of course to
Colin our Stage Director, John, Phil, Mark and Pete and Sam and everyone else
who helped. We must always remember that the company have been rehearsing for
6 months (with another 4 months in the
planning and recording), but the backstage
team only get a day to put it all on stage!!!!
The bacon sarnies make it all worthwhile!

How the hell does this
go together?

The Tech itself went brilliantly - no costumes, no make-up, people wandering all
over the place, but plenty of excitement!

‘A Night to Remember’ Dress Rehearsal and Toasting the
Show

The Monday night saw the Dress Rehearsal. An exhilarating, scary, fantastic time
as the 6 months of rehearsal gets put onstage with all that goes with it – the
Costumes, Staging, Lights, Sounds, Props, Orchestra, and last but not least the
Company, including WMTC, Harlequin, and the children from Claines and Wilden
Primary Schools.

With well over 150 people on stage and backstage all contributing to this massive
effort (including Dancers and both teams of Claines and Wilden children), it is
remarkable that it ran so smoothly. It was, in fact a great ‘Dress’, and at the end,
everyone was really delighted to be able to toast the show with fizz (yet another
tradition!)

‘A Night to Remember’ - Show Photographs
Boogie Wonderland

Rich Man’s Frug

The Second Star to the Right

Park Bench

Never Enough

One Night in Paris

Always and Forever

Remembrance

Act 2
Mamma Mia!

It’s A Long Way

Our Suave Compere

True Colours

42nd Street

It’s Always A Good Time

Harlequin’s ‘The Greatest Showman’

Best of the Brits - Finale

A Different View
We might be offstage, but we’re
still singing!

The denizens of the Bat Cave.

Ed, get out of the
way!
We’re coming off!

The backstage reality.

What fun is this!

Our Charity Donation - Royal British Legion

Our President, Dick Saunders, presents David Waldron, County Chairman of The Royal British
Legion, with a cheque for £2000, the proceeds of fund raising activities within the
company. Obviously the charitable donation was much appreciated by the audience.

The Show Parties!
We normally have a party of one kind or another after every night’s performance - but
with the extra Sunday performance this meant…… you guessed it, another party!

First Night Curry
(Tuesday)
In true WMTC style, once
a tradition has been
established we do our
best to stick to it. After
the first night show we
went to the Club next
door for a takeaway curry
when the triumph of the
first night was discussed
in detail.

Backstage party (Wednesday)
Another tradition is to have a party
hosted by President Dick for all those
who are backstage in the SAMA room at
the Swan. This is a small
acknowledgement of the huge amount of
work put in by everyone not in the
limelight, stage crew, props, lights,
sound, wardrobe, Front of House. There
is always a guard of honour put on by the
onstage company, this year with Sweeps
brushes, as the backstage team trooped
into the SAMA Room for drinks and
nibbles
Chilli Night (Thursday)
Yet another
tradition is the
world famous
Chilli in a Bread
Bowl consumed in
the cellars of the
Acers, and with
44 attending on
Thursday they
were nicely ‘snug’.
The music is
deliberately set to
entice the
denizens of the
depths to sing out,
but although
much alcohol had been supped, the singing was reasonably restrained.
Fish and Chip Night
(Friday)
This is not a WMTC
tradition. Due to the extra
Sunday performance we
were forced to have
another party, taking
place once again in the
club next door, when vast
quantities of fish and
chips and the requisite
sides were consumed

Last Night Party (Saturday)
This, of course was not the ‘Last Night’ but this party takes place so that the
backstage crew can
celebrate with us all.
Fantastic food was served as
always at PYPLC and crazy
cabarets were performed, by
the Girls, Boys and members
of the ‘Bat Cave’.

Part of the Girl’s cabaret
referred to an incident in
the audience with a ‘welloiled’ lady.

The residents of the Bat
Cave concerned with the
toilet arrangements!

The biter bit, as Dave is
spoofed within his own
cabaret.

Our Friends from the Royal
British Legion, who were in
attendance for every
performance to raise extra
funds, including raffling a
magnificent cake that raised
£350 on its own.

The Backstage crew and
their helpers.

The Technical rehearsal was
pretty good, as you can see.

How Good Was the Show? - Just Read On!
WORCESTER NEWS REVIEW

They're top of the poppies!
Worcester Musical Theatre Company
“A Night To Remember”
PATHOS, poignancy… but most of all, it’s packed with plenty of punch. That’s this
year’s blockbuster of an offering from a group that is fast becoming a Worcester
tradition.
Producer Val Knight has really gone for gold with a show that not only steadfastly
salutes the sacrifices of the nation’s serving men and women but also more than
delivers the showbiz goods as well.
I’ve experienced some very moving events marking the 1918 Armistice, from the
Menin Gate at Ypres to the humbler graveside service. But let me tell you something
– the show’s Remembrance sequence, created by Val Knight and Laura Skelton, is
right up there with them.
Intensely moving, this was a combined effort that highlighted the breathtaking
talents of the Harlequin Stage School, ably assisted by the children of Claines and
Wilden CE primary schools.
Standard bearers from the Royal British Legion passing through the audience to join
the full ensemble on stage added further drama to a scene that was absolutely
electrifying.
Nevertheless, it was the sheer variety of dance and music on offer - combined with
a generous helping of Paul Bellamy and Cath Skyrme’s comic spice - that pushed
everything along.
The Harlequin crew performed dazzling displays of 42nd Street and Always and
Forever, glittering creations courtesy of Paula Dymock. True Colours, a Romeo and
Juliet-style tale highlighted the emerging skills of Lucy and Russ Dudley, while
Boogie Wonderland showcased the boundless imagination of Ellie Bugg.
A Night to Remember strikes the right balance between the solemnity of the season
and the carefree blend of music and dance, unafraid to fly the union flag with
patriotic abandon, yet at the same time recognising that life should also be about fun
and enjoyment.
Val Knight has certainly set the bar very high with this one and we therefore await
next year’s show with bated breath.
John Philpot

Review of show in NODA Magazine
“A Night to Remember”
Worcester Musical Theatre Group

Staging its 8th show since returning to the Swan Theatre in 2011, Worcester Musical Theatre
Company, significantly decided to support the Royal British Legion as its chosen charity and I
had pleasure in attending a special staging of their production on Sunday 11 November.
As well as a wide variety of musical numbers throughout, the end of Act 1 included a section
entitled ‘Remembrance’ as a moving tribute to the fallen of a hundred years of war and this was
preceded by a beautiful dance sequence from the Harlequin Stage School entitled ‘Always and
Forever’, both particular highlights of Act 1.
But the show in general was full of high points, opening with a fast and sizzling sequence
entitled ‘Boogie Wonderland’ which set the standard for the performance. The Company were
soon joined by the children from Claines C of E Primary School and Stourport Wilden C of E
Primary School for a selection of movie tunes including 'Under the Sea’ and a sequence from
‘The Lion King’. Aged between 7 and 10 years they equipped themselves with flying colours
and were a credit to their schools.
Most of the musical numbers were headed by an individual singer and joined by the Company.
The circle of performers from which the soloists are drawn, widens each year and with it a
growing level of confidence. Add to this step perfect dance numbers and together there is great
depth in the performance.
Where links were necessary, some great story telling is provided by Paul Bellamy; not least
those involving reunions at the ‘Dog and Duck’, Scots waiting for ‘Happy Hour’ and a future left
handed golf playing wife! Comedy was also added by Cath Skyrme and I particularly enjoyed
her uniformed ‘Major Skyrmish’ spot leading the singing, which was totally embraced by the
audience.
The set was simple with few stage props which provided a great space to work in. The
variations in lighting were very effective and throughout the costumes and sound were
impressive. The off-stage 5 piece band were well controlled and provided just the right level of
accompaniment.
There is never a shortage of workload for the Company and understandably a number of
section producers are involved in the creative work. They and the Show Producer Val Knight
must be rightly proud of the results.
The final spot from the Harlequin Stage School created by Paula Dymock and Lianne Street
was a magnificent sequence from ‘The Greatest Showman’, followed by a dazzling Company
finale with ‘The Best of the Brits’. Thank you for the invitation and I look forward to ‘Celebrate
the Season’ in 2019.
Bruce Wyatt

Start of next year’s show There is no time to sit back on our laurels. The producers have met, and the format and sections for
Celebrate The Season has been agreed by the committee, which automatically leads on to :-

1st Singing Rehearsals for ‘Celebrate The Season’
At the time of writing we have had
two singing sessions, and believe it
or not two sections have already
been recorded!
Some say that they come to these
sessions to help make the CDs;
some say that it enables them to
get ahead with learning the music
early, but it has been rumoured
(incorrectly I am sure ) that wine,
cheese and mozzarella sticks with
friends has something to with it as
well! However, the world shortage
of Mozzarella sticks has led me
(Ken) to look to alternatives, such
as fresh bruschetta to keep the
baying hordes happy!

Important WMTC Dates for 2019
Saturday 6th January 2019

AGM followed by DVD Night at PYPLC 7.30 pm.
DVD pre-orders to Annie please.(£10)(Blu-Ray £15)

(The committee is of a group of friends working towards a common goal and if you would like to
join us, please make your interest known to your rep. After the AGM, see how the show looked and
sounded to the audience. Complimentary bar and nibbles too )
Monday 25th March 2019 Meet the show ’Celebrate the Season’ - PYPLC 7.30 pm.
Monday 15th April 2019

Auditions for “Celebrate the Season” - PYPLC 7.30 pm.

Monday 13th May 2019 First rehearsal for “Celebrate the Season”-PYPLC 7.30 pm.
Tuesday 12th November 2019 Opening Night of “Celebrate the Season”.

Carol Singing and Christmas Supper

On Monday 17th December 36 of us met up at Worcester Royal Hospital for our annual pre
Christmas treat of singing in as many wards as possible in 90 minutes! We were treated as
always with a wonderful selection of snacks and drinks to set us up for the singing session.
Many thanks to Sue Meredith, Chaplaincy Volunteer, for the lovely treats. We then split into
two groups, one led by Sue, the other headed up by Claire and Helen, hospital chaplains.
Safe to say we were well appreciated in every busy ward we visited by staff, patients and
visitors alike. Lots of people joined in with our selections and there were loads of smiles and
words of appreciation. A few tears too which is always a salutary reminder of how fortunate
most of are to enjoy good health, especially at this time of year. We finished our tour of the
hospital as we had begun, singing around the pretty Christmas tree in the foyer. We were
joined at the tree by some members of Kays Theatre Group (and a large spotted bovine)
who were also singing in the hospital foyer. We then made our way to Perdiswell Young
People’s Club where we were joined by 10 or so more friends. Phil and his team laid on a
truly delicious
Christmas dinner,
Ellie and Ed
provided the
usual bar and lots
of post show
catch ups were
accomplished!
Huge thanks to
everyone who
came to sing.
Extra pat on the
back for the
Group 1 tenors
for their
harmonies and
descants! What
a lovely night it
was!
Annie xx

WMTC Christmas Greetings
The following members have generously donated to
Royal British Legion instead of sending their WMTC
friends a Christmas card.
These donations allow us to send another £115 to this
very worthy cause. The awesome proceeds of the Fun
Run raffle have gone to them too.

Thank you all very much!
Diane Hine and John Kings – Sincere seasonal greetings, to all our
friends at WMTC
Val and Ken Knight – Wishing all our WMTC family a wonderful
Christmas. Looking forward to 2019!
Jacque and Steve Cook – Have a great Christmas everyone with family
and friends
David and Margaret Rippe – Seasons Greetings and good health to all
Ellie,Jonathan, Benjamin and Henry Bugg – Wishing you all a
brilliant Christmas and New Year
Stuart and Julie Southern – Merry Christmas to all and have a great
2019 too!
Royston Gething – Warm wishes to all at Christmas
Mary and Colin Phillips – Happy Christmas to all out WMTC friends.
Sue and John Love – Merry Christmas to you all and a brilliant New
Year
Sara, Geoff, Thomas and Imogen Hedges – Yay, Happy Christmas
everyone!
Kieran and Zoe Mandell-Wilkins – A very happy Christmas to you
all and all the best for next year.
Ed and Annie Lloyd-Jones – It’s the most wonderful time of the
year. Enjoy every moment!

News of Members

Presentation of champagne to Helen Reeves Webb prior to her
wedding.

A long standing tradition of WMTC is the
presentation of a bottle of champagne to those
members who are about to be married. In this
case, Helen had turned up to Friends and Family
Night to collect some raffle prizes (or so she
thought) only to be the subject of our usual
presentation by WMTC Chairman, David..

From John and Di

“Hello to all our WMTC friends.
We were pleased, at the dress rehearsal, to hand over to the
Treasurer, the result of the Monday rehearsal raffles. This
year the total was
£750.00, which made
the total raised over
the 5 years, to
£3,658.91. This
money is used to
offset the cost of the
rehearsal rooms.
We thank all members for their support, especially the “
season ticket” members, and hope this support will
continue, in 2019, with an increased interest. Best
wishes and regards from your “raffle persons””
Di and John

WMTC Lottery Syndicate News
Greet Cottage
27 Pinkett Street
Worcester
WR3 7EB
01905 456133 or 07729056242
December 2018
Dear All,
The WMTC Lottery year is over, the final draw was on 16th December. Ed and I are
once again happy to continue with our weekly quest to win the Big One!
We won 35 free draws this year, and one of those resulted in £25 wins, bringing the
total winnings for the year to £125 exactly. That’s £6.25 for each player. A bit
meagre, but enough for a couple of coffees!
Our next annual attempt to become millionaires begins on Saturday 22nd
December.
Every member is welcome to join the WMTC Lottery. If you join, you must commit to
one year’s membership of the syndicate.
If you decide to leave the WMTC Lottery after the final draw on 16.12.18 please let
me know immediately so I don’t chase you for your payments! There is, and has
never been, any obligation to stay!
This is our dedicated Lottery Account
First Direct
Everyday Savings Account
sort code; 40 47 87
account: 72368080
Please use the account reference 'Lottery’ (and your name) so I know you have
paid.
Cheques should be made payable to A Lloyd-Jones please, or cash, if delivered
personally, is fine too.
Hopefully this covers everything.
Thanks everyone and fingers crossed for a bumper win sometime soon!
Annie and Ed x
(If you have any questions, please contact Annie.)

Our Next Show

A final note from your editors.
Have a Happy Christmas and a Prosperous, Peaceful and
Healthy New Year.

Ken and Ed

