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From the Editors
This edition is, unashamedly, mainly about the show
– and oh what a show.
Indeed -

“OH! WHAT A NIGHT!”
FROM THE PRESIDENT – ‘Presidential Ponderings’
Oh What A Night! Oh What A Show and in the words of the Royal British
Legion County Chairman “Oh What A Cheque!”
Congratulations to everyone concerned with the show on making our return to
Worcester such a success.
We had some lovely comments from the audiences as they left the theatre and
have received quite a few written comments as well – all enthusiastic and
looking forward to next year. I believe that the success of the show was a
combination of many things but overall I think it was down to the choice of
material for the singing and dancing routines and the precision with which they
were carried out and of course it looked great and sounded great. Tony and Paul
added the variety with their comedy pieces and nice that they linked them into
the following sections.
The RBL were delighted with the donation they received and were so pleased to be involved to the extent
that they were throughout the run. So many people mentioned how moving the Remembrance section
was and so appropriate given the date of opening night and the RBL’s 90th anniversary of the poppy
appeal.
As for the buglers, they just loved being involved. I can’t understand why they went and sat in the front
row on one of the quiet nights, perhaps they are not used to such glamour!!
What can I say about the children from Claines School? They were a delight to watch, so well behaved
on and off stage and they brought a whole new dimension to our show. Many thanks to them,
headteacher, Eleanor Sinton, her staff, including our own Laura Skelton, for all their hard work.
A mighty big thank you to all our regular audiences who followed us back to Worcester, to members for
all their efforts in publicising the show and selling tickets. Thanks to the sell-out for the second week the
financial outcome is looking good. The final return from the Swan has not been received as I write but by
my rough calculation we have made a profit of around £6,000 which goes well on the way to running the
Company for the next twelve months. We could do with some more income to keep us on the level
financially and the marketing team are out there trying to attract sponsorship and advertisers for next
year. If you have any bright ideas for fund raising please let us know.
Our creative team are already busy planning for “Flying High”, not easy to maintain the standard of this
year but I know they are up to it.
It just remains for me to wish you all a very happy Christmas from Gill and I and all the best for 2012.
Dick.

CHAIRMAN’S CHUNTERINGS
Three and a half weeks since the show, and apart from the odd
committee meeting, FH planning meeting and no doubt many ad
hoc meetings you must all be missing your friends in WMTC
already; perhaps that is why we have a record turnout for the
carol singing and the chance to catch up with each other at
PYPLC afterwards.
The show did not end when the curtain came down on Saturday
night, and the heroic backstage team were working hard until
after midnight. On Monday a fleet of lorries was returning the
hired equipment all over the country and a lot of laundry and
ironing was also taking place; without our brilliant offstage team there would be no show.
We have the sobering stuff of the AGM coming up and hopefully Jonathan has had your
nominations for the committee as the deadline has now passed and we will soon know who
will run the company for the next year. It has been a pleasure to have chaired your
hardworking committee this year. They have worked purposefully and harmoniously to make
the show and everything else we do a success as have all of the members and I endorse
President Dick’s comments above.
Meanwhile for those of us (including me) who have not seen a bootleg recording of the show,
DVD night is not far away and when we can find out what all those moving lights were
getting up to behind us.
So with the show three and a half weeks behind us as I write it must mean that opening night
is only 47 weeks ahead of us and I hope you are looking forward to it as much as me.
Happy Christmas from David and Margaret
TICKET NEWS
Hi All,
As you probably know our ticket sales for ‘Oh What A Night!’ reached 84% which made the
man who holds our purse strings very happy. We had lots of lovely comments from our
patrons : - Lovely Costumes, Superb Dancing , Good Comedy, Brilliant Singing( solo and
ensemble), A very moving Remembrance Section and of course they all loved the children.
These comments have come from people who have sent advance booking forms in for next
year and have been coming to see our shows for many years.
344 tickets have been pre-booked for ‘Flying High’ so far. Not as many as this time last year
but that is one night filled!!
What we could really do with is a few more block bookings so if anyone knows of any groups
of people who may be interested , please let me know and I will contact them in the new year.
Hope you all have a good Christmas and New Year . It won’t be long until we are all
practicing ‘Flying High’ together.
Love Gill x

SHOW PRODUCER’S CHIRRUPINGS!
Dear All,
When Ken asked me to write a short chirrup, I had a quick
look at the October newsletter to remind myself what I
had written.
I saw the words, ‘ Enjoy these last few weeks as we
become as good as we possibly can be’. Little did I know
then just how much fun we were going to have, not
only in those last weeks of rehearsal but also during our
lovely show. We had fun and our audiences did too..... and
you can’t do better than that!
No sooner was the Swan theatre door closed on the last
night than we had our pencils sharpened to get down to
business for 2012. Ideas for ‘ Flying High’ were jumping
off the page and as I write, only a couple more tweaks are
needed before the draft show run is
ready to present to the committee. I hope they like it ! It’s lively, it’s
feel-good, it’s full of variety and packed with songs you will all love
singing.
I am already excited about the great times we are going to have
together in 2012.
Thank you all again on behalf of the 2011 production team for our
lovely show presents and beautiful cards packed full of kind and
encouraging messages.
With very best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a fabulous 2012.
Val

Last night acknowledgement of the section directors of Oh What a Night!

E Mail from Annette Summers
The Royal British Legion
Dear Val,
Have just returned after two days in London and had a chance to
catch up with emails. Have also seen the great items in the press
and on the Mayor’s blog!
On behalf of the legion I would like to thank you and the company for such a fantastic
show and especially for your support of the legion in this years Poppy Appeal. This was
something very new for the legion and a little bit of a step into the unknown but with some
encouragement I think they embraced it very well.
I feel it has certainly brought us much closer to the public and I hope it has also shown
those in the legion that we are a part of the local community and we need to be more
accessible to all age groups throughout the year, not just for two weeks, so lets hope the
legion can use this as the first step on that road and I thank you all for your part in that.
I know everyone I have spoken with after they saw the show thought it was fantastic. The
enthusiasm of all those taking part could be felt through every performance both from
those on and off the stage.
Once again thank you all for giving us the opportunity to be a part of your show and for the
wonderful donation towards the work we carry out every day of the year for those that
have served and are serving in the Armed Forces today and all their families.
All the best WMTC and I am sure you will be ‘Flying High’ in 2012!
Keep in touch.
Annette
Annette Summers
Acting County Manager and County Welfare Officer
Worcestershire

Our President, Dick Saunders, presenting
Worcester Musical Theatre Company’s donation
to the Royal British Legion

From – the Mayor of Worcester’s ‘Blog’
“Oh! What a Night! And it was! A real “feel-good feast of song, dance and comedy”
presented this evening by the Worcester Musical Theatre Company in the Swan Theatre and
to support the Royal British Legion. All the performers were magnificent and especially the
Claines CE Primary School Drummers.

“Oh! What A Night!”
“All-singing, all-dancing joy”
Worcester News Review
17th November
ALL singing, all dancing… this is an absolute riot of a show that grabs you by the
lapels right from the start.
One moment it’s burning down America’s Route 66, the next it’s Africa, a rock ‘n’ roll
groove switching to the jungle beat. Then it’s the summer of love, a feast of flowers,
beads and bangles.
Producer Val Knight has done a sterling job with the company’s annual outing and
has come up with a kaleidoscope of themes that gel with an ease that belies their
complexity.
The word is slick. And speaking of oil, compere Tony Fisher is so smooth you could
pour him into your gearbox. He’s cheesier than a Cheddar Gorge cheese factory
and his links were almost as sharp as the dancers’ moves.
Nevertheless, it is voice power that drives this show along. There was not one
flawed routine, never a dull moment, the cast moving as if controlled by some
collective consciousness.
The show was in aid of the Royal British Legion and producer Knight’s salute, titled
Remembrance, was literally poetry in motion, a beautiful and emotion-drenched
homage to the fallen of nearly 100 years of wars.
Oh! What a Night! is the perfect title for this blockbuster of a presentation and says it
all. It’s a champagne cork-popper of a production.
John Philpotts

Letters in Worcester News
Theatre Show Sets Bar High
I am writing to tell your readers about a very entertaining night out at the Swan
Theatre I had on Saturday, all in support of the Royal British Legion’s Poppy
Appeal.
‘Oh What a Night!’ is a review style show, a bit like the Royal Variety Performance,
with plenty of singing, dancing and comedy.
There were so many great songs, some I didn’t know but many I did, and all sung
wonderfully by a talented young cast.
The whole show was good, but two bits for me were outstanding. Firstly, the curtain
went back halfway through the first half to reveal 25 youngsters from Claines
Primary School doing African drumming, my goodness what rhythm those children
have. Very impressive!
Secondly, the section on Remembrance was very thought provoking – from army
uniforms , standard bearers, the last post and a poppy fall – it is no wonder there
was a not a dry eye in the house.
All through the show we saw the company in many lovely costumes, the ladies
looked glamorous in beautiful gowns – burgundy evening dresses, gold sparkly
party dresses, hot pink mini dresses– and there was never a hair out of place.
Also worthy of mention were the comperes Paul Bellamy and the BBC radio DJ
Tony Fisher – they made us in the audience feel part of the action all the way
through.
The Worcester Musical Theatre Company have done themselves proud. They have
set the bar high and I sincerely hope they can keep up this standard in future years
G. Adams

Sir – Congratulations to the newly formed Worcester Musical Theatre Company for
their show Oh! What a Night! recently performed at the Worcester Swan Theatre.
It was an evening of vitality, song, dance and colourful costumes with a dash of
comedy provided by Tony Fisher and Paul Bellamy. A good night at the theatre.
Just what is needed to chase away the winter blues.
Next year’s show is a must for me.
David Skelton

A happy member of the audience who came from Stafford
We really enjoyed the show last Sunday and we were both very impressed by the
professionalism of the cast and musicians and the sheer enjoyment that all the
performers communicated to the audience. It was an amazing performance which
must have made everyone work extremely hard to reach such a high standard. I
could never have remembered the words let alone the moves which the
choreography demanded. It was certainly worth the trip to Worcester and we look
forward to seeing next year's show.
A happy audience member from Worcester
My wife and I have been to see your musical show for many years. We have
enjoyed them all but this year I just feel compelled to write you a note to
congratulate you on your recent absolutely wonderful production at The Swan. You
managed the reduction in stage area amazingly but what really prompted me to
write was the inspirational idea to devote a whole section to supporting the British
Legion and to involve the Claines Primary school children.
Brilliant!
E mail to Molly
Good morning Molly
Just to say – we loved the show – some great choices of songs – a much more
modern feel this year – well done to all.
And sorry for sitting so close to the front – good to see I didn’t put anyone off!!
Looks like it was a sell-out, so brilliant, you should all be very proud of yourselves.
Kindest Regards
Jeremy Field
E Mail to Charlotte - a message from a happy member of the audience after the
first Saturday
Show very good. Amazing individual skill and teamwork from a supposedly amateur
company. Our congrats to you and all involved.
E Mail to Val (after first night)
Hi, Just got in from the show. It was really great!! All of my party thoroughly enjoyed
it! Lovely to see so many young people enjoying themselves and putting on a
fabulous evening of entertainment. Super! The Remembrance section had me
blubbing-it was so moving-you all did a brilliant job!! Keep up the good work and
enjoy !! It was also good to be at the Swan-well done to you all !! Love Anne xx
PS - Good to see that Ken can still get off the floor in a fairly sprightly way!!!Bless
him!
(Ed made me put this last bit in!! - Ken)

Interviews from your roving reporter
We thought that we should get the views of our senior
members on the show, and so, armed with paper and pencil,
we visited John and Joyce Brown, Edie Glover and Doreen
Pritchard. They had a lot to say, so what follows is a synopsis
of their remarks.

John and Joyce
We enjoyed the show thoroughly and
absolutely. We enjoyed the music
although we did not know quite a lot of it,
but we found it great and infectious. The
cast were full of enthusiasm, and the
content was fantastic. What overwhelmed
us was the effervescence and warmth of
the youngsters. We thought the MC was
a great idea and the lead in to the
sections were good. We loved the
ballroom sequences.
Including the children was a terrific idea. The Remembrance section was superb
(from Joyce – I have never seen tears rolling down John’s cheeks before)
The sound was the best we’ve ever had, and the best we have ever heard in the
Swan. We liked the ‘singers’ providing such excellent support – why haven’t we
done it before?
Our compliments on the programme – it was a fantastic idea, and what a great
photo.
We saw Stuart Everton last week – and he was ecstatic about the show!
Just a suggestion – why not go to the Tech College, 6th form college and University
– see whether anyone could perform in our shows as a showcase for local young
talent.
We thought the show was good enough to have been staged at the Royal Albert
Hall. (Joyce – wished she was younger so she could grow up with the young
company).
We’d have gone to see the show again if we could have.
[Everybody in the company would like to thank Joyce for her legendary bread
pudding that we enjoyed between the shows on the last Saturday!]

Edie
I thought the whole show was slick, and all
the sections were very good. In fact I
thought the whole show was wonderful and
all those who were with me thought so too.
It really was very well received.
I liked Tony Fisher, and thought his
introductions were very good.
I liked the dancers a lot and thought them very good and so did Jackie.
I liked the idea of the dancer/singers and singers – what a good idea.
Of course the children were lovely and performed very well. The Remembrance
section was marvellous – it took me right back! Apart from that my favourite section
was the American Road Trip which was really smart. I also thought Africa was really
nice
It was really nice to see all the young people in the cast, and all of them were very
good!

Doreen
Everyone was delighted that the show is at the Swan.
The enthusiasm of the cast is beyond words. I loved
the children, and the Remembrance section was
superb. I thought the inclusion of the standard
bearers, buglers and the children was outstanding.
I enjoyed all the other sections, but liked the 60s in
particular.
I thought the singer/dancers and singers an excellent
idea. I thought the costumes were good and suited
the young company.
Everyone in my party from the church loved it – they
must have done, they have reserved tickets for next year and are bringing their
families with them!

The leadup to the show in photos
October into November was a hectic, but exciting time to say the least. Rehearsals
came thick and fast (and they really were fast!) but were enjoyed by all.

There were even those who demanded a couple of
cellar rehearsals, and these were also good fun.
The boys held an extra
music and words
rehearsal at Dave
Alban’s accompanied by
drinks and followed by a
superb curry.
Costume night came and everyone realised how
close we were to the show!

The Fun Run was exactly that - great
fun, and really, really red!

The Bandcall was an
interesting
mathematical problem
in how to fit a quart
into a pint pot (76
children and helpers,
the band, the cast and
dancers, and members
who had come to
watch – all in two rooms at PYPLC). Watching the photos for the first time as we
sang through Remembrance was a moving experience.

On to Tech and Dress – the producers who
were not at work, came round to the Acers to
look at a video of the dress to check for last
minute adjustments – and then – onto the
show!!!!!

The Show in Photo’s
Bless Our Show
We will always remember the gasp
from the audience as the girls revealed
their sparkling, very short, dresses.

American Road Trip
New York to San
Francisco and then the
deep south to end up
with modern and very
fast line dancing!

Route 66
Brian and the dancers scorched their way through this
iconic rock standard.

Out of Africa

The children were great and we weren’t too bad
either!

Fields of Gold
Sting would have been proud of this interpretation of
a moving song.

Remembrance
Not a dry eye in the house and we suspect a few tears on stage too. The one to remember.

Summer of Love
A psychedelic melange of sixties hits. We just love
those ‘T’ shirts.

The Strings of Escala
Our very own dancers, choreographed by Simon, did
a great job on this.

Wishes
Ellie had all her
wishes granted
with this great
section.

My Wish
Jacque and our dancers, with a welcome return to the
stage by Simon.

Vibraphone Virtuosity
A truly amazing interlude. The Godsalls rule!

Winter Party
Foxtrots, harmonies, glitz and
glitter. The coolest party in town!

Seasons of Love

A fitting finale that had the audience shouting for more. Were we all really leaning at that
angle? Nice to see Woolly on stage!

And let’s not forget our host, Tony Fisher, and
his very own genie, Paul Bellamy.

The Crimbo Subhuman Update!
It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas! I can't believe how
quickly it has crept up on us, no wonder really all the fun we've
been having since the last billboard edition!
It started with the 'Beginning with W' themed wine night hosted
by Val and Ken. A great night was had by all once again, and
once again I cannot recall who won prizes - that was too far
into the Reds! The 'W' theme was met with gusto, a special
mention to Simon and Giles
who used prosthetics in their
Warlock and Werewolf
costumes!! We even had our own
Where’s Wally?!
Thanks go to Val and Ken for such
warm hospitality, our resident
barmen/waiters Ken & Ed for the
great wines and quizzes!
Next came the Fun Run which for some
reason is always assumed by new members
of the company to be an actual 'Run'! The
theme Wear red and bring your Ted went
down a storm and was fitting with our chosen
charity too! The picture even made it to our
display in the theatre if you recall! Thanks to
all who donated raffle prizes, especially Sue
Love for the
nipple tassels
and Carole for the grand prize of a £25 Meal! After
Ed called time in Perdiswell we popped over the road
for a spot of bowling. Well done to Jade,
Dean, Charlie, Russ and Seano who won the bowling
competition, which was followed by a night of
dancing and pool!
Which leads nicely on to show week, a total of 10 shows, 1 dress, 1 Tech, 4 Parties,
1 backstage bash and a buffet between
shows on Saturday...and some people had to
work as well!!! I think you will all agree that
the extended 10 show run was a massive
success and not just because it makes room
for another after show party! The club next to
the Theatre was a great find and so close too!
Annie and Ed's SAS night was amazing and
so many people have commented on how fab
the grub was,……….

and The Chilli in a Bread Bowl....well it is
legendary for a reason!
Phil and the gang have always been so good to us
and so
accommodating, it
felt really fitting to
have the last
official after show
party there with
them. The cabaret's were a real treat, the girls had a
jingle and the boys had costumes it was almost as
professional as the show!
Overall we had a wonderful show run, everybody worked hard and partied hard
together, us Subhumans think it went so well there are talks of squeezing in another
party in the future!

We went 'Singing for our Supper' at Worcester Royal Hospital on the
19th December followed by food and drinks at PYPLC. A good time was had by all.
The time is almost here for the,

Heroes and Villains New Year's Eve
party at the Acers, starting at 8 o’clock. It's
£10pp which includes Bubbly, Fireworks, hot pork rolls, and
FUN FUN FUN!
Contact me for a ticket! 07912 558741
Don’t forget to bring a bottle (or two!)
The DVD night is also coming up, the 28th January to be exact. The show starts at
7.30pm at PYPLC and it's the last chance to celebrate and bask in the glory of “Oh!
What a Night!” together, before we meet 'Flying High!'
The Subhumans will soon be announcing the next year's lot of events which at the
moment include a ghost walk, more wine nights, a special two day event and much
more, so watch this space!!
Have a very Merry Christmas Everyone, Ellie and the Subhumans xxx

Jokes page
From Dave Alban
You can’t beat a few Tommy Cooper jokes!
Two blondes walk into a pub………………….
You would have thought one of them would have seen it !
A man staggers into the doctors and says ‘Doctor I’ve been hurt
in 4 different places’
Doctor says ‘ Well I suggest you don’t go to any of them again!’
I'm on a whisky diet,
I’ve lost three days already.
"Doc, I can't stop singing the Green’ green grass of home."
"That sounds like Tom Jones syndrome. "
"Is it common? "
"It's not unusual."
A man takes his Rottweiler to the vet.
"My dog's cross-eyed, is there anything you can do for him?"
"Well," says the vet, "let's have a look at him"
So he picks the dog up and examines his eyes, then checks his teeth.
Finally, he says "I'm going to have to put him down."
"What? Because he's cross-eyed? "
"No, because he's really heavy"
D'you know, somebody actually complimented me on my driving today.
They left a little note on the windscreen, it said "Parking Fine."
Two cannibals eating a clown.
One says to the other "Does this taste funny to you?"
A man walks into a bar with a roll of tarmac under his arm and says: "Pint please,
and one for the road."
"So I rang up a local building firm,
I said 'I want a skip outside my house.'
He said 'I'm not stopping you.'
"I went to the zoo the other day, there was only one dog in it, it was a shitzu."
A three-legged dog walks into a saloon in the Old West. He slides up to the bar and
announces: "I'm looking for the man who shot my paw."

Festive Greetings from the following to all their WMTC friends.
They have donated a total of £90 to The Royal British Legion in lieu of sending
Christmas cards.

Robin Barton
Julie Merry, Marc, Jade and Miff
David and Margaret Rippe
Sue and John Love and family
Ken and Val
Stu, Jue and Jenni Southern
Ed and Annie L-J
Dave and Bridget, Lucy, Russ, Tim and Debs
Important Dates
Saturday 31st December

Heroes and Villains New Years Eve Party at The Acers.
Info and tickets from subhumans

Wednesday 4 January

AGM at 7.30 pm. PYPLC

Saturday 28th January

DVD night at PYPLC 7.30

Monday 26th March

‘Meet the show’ night at PYPLC 7.30

Monday 16th April

Auditions for “Flying High” PYPLC 7.30

Monday 30th April

First rehearsal for “Flying High”

Friday 2nd November

Opening Night!

The Lottery Page
Greet Cottage
27 Pinkett Street
Worcester
WR3 7EB
01905 456133
Dear All,
It’s been fun doing the WMTC Lottery this year, and Ed
and I are happy to continue with our weekly quest to
win the Big One!
I’ll be sending the 2011 players this year’s (not life
changing but nonetheless useful) pay out by cheque
immediately after the last draw of the year on Christmas Eve.
Our next annual attempt to become millionaires begins on Saturday 31 st December.
Every member is welcome to join the WMTC Lottery. If you join, you must commit to
one year’s membership.
If you decide to leave the WMTC Lottery on 24.12.11 please let me know before
31.12.2011 so I don’t hound you for your payments!
It is easiest for everyone to collect a whole year’s worth in one go, which will of
course be £52. You are welcome to pay in £8 instalments, or multiples of £8 too if
you wish. Cheques should be made payable to A Lloyd-Jones please, or cash if
delivered personally is fine too.
For your convenience (and ours!) you can send the money directly to our bank
account. Please email me at worcestermusicaltheatrecompany@gmail.com or call
01905456133 or 07729056242 and I’ll tell you the details
Please use the account reference 'Lottery (and your name)' so I know you have
paid.
Hopefully this covers everything.
31.12.11 - £8
25.2.12 - £8
21.2.12 - £8
16.6.12 - £8
11.8.12 - £8
6.10.12 - £8
1.12.12 - £4 only as the Lottery year finishes on 22.12.12
Thanks everyone and fingers crossed for a bumper win this year!
Annie and Ed x

Coming soon to a theatre near us!
Sleeping Beauty. -

Paul Hutton as ‘ Slime’ The Roses Theatre Tewksbury
Dec 3rd -Jan 7th

Humpty Dumpty. -

Kays Theatre Group at The Swan - Jan 13-22nd 2012

Panto in the Jungle -

CATS at Claines Church Hall -

Guys and Dolls. -

Paul Hutton directing in Clent -

Titanic the Musical -

OOPS at The Swan -

Feb 13th – 18th
2012
Feb 15th – 18th
2012
10th -14th April 2012

My Fair Lady -

WODS at the Swan -

1st – 5th May 2012

STOP PRESS!
Laura from PYPLC had a lovely early Christmas present
– Alfie George was born on 16th December weighing in
at 7 lbs. Congratulations!

Sara and Geoff Hedges were shopping at the Hop Pocket on
Froomes Hill on Sunday. Sara was surprised when the Santa
said “Come here little girl – Santa’s got something for you!”
Who was it? It was Josh, but we are worried because we can’t
see his right hand and why is Sara smiling so broadly?

If you want a good night out, come to Bridges on the
30th of December, when ‘The Jaguars’ (Brian’s Band)
are performing a 60’s night with surprise items from
Sara, Emma and Dave (Alban). £9 including meal.
Ring Brian or Sara for further details.

It only remains for us to wish all our readers a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy, Prosperous, Healthy
and Peaceful New Year.
Ken and Ed

