The Newsletter of Worcester Musical Theatre Company

2011

FROM THE PRESIDENT – ‘Presidential Ponderings’
The dust has settled a little following the AGM and the major changes
brought in then. The committee has a whole new look and is focussed on
cementing our new identity and looking for ways to let the world know
that although we have a new name we will carry on producing top class
entertainment in Worcester.
The Company was honoured to be invited to perform at the Mayor’s
Charity Dinner. Congratulations to Val for producing and all involved on
and off stage for a splendid “Home Front” cabaret performed on a tiny
stage. Special thanks to Mark and Phil for their hard work in providing
excellent sound and lighting in a difficult venue. Mark was still doing his
get-out as all the diners were going home. The comments we received
from the audience as we circulated after the performance were without
exception very complimentary and we definitely had the impression that our cabaret was the
high spot of the evening.
So what next ? Preparations are well under way for “Oh What A Night !”, Auditions are looming
and full rehearsals will be starting soon. I know auditions are nerve racking for some but
remember the panel are on your side, they want you to show them what you can do, they want
to see some confidence, so don’t worry if a step is wrong or a note is out of place, don’t
apologise, just press on, do it with panache and the panel will love you !! (This from a man who
has never done an audition in his life – but has watched plenty !)
At our first committee meeting following the AGM the committee supported me in my wish to
discontinue the President’s Club. I have been in touch with PC members and am pleased to
report that a substantial number of them have agreed to continue supporting us as members of
the Company.
Some feedback from the Swan Users Meeting – Worcester Live is “skint” to use Chris Jaeger’s
word. Grants have been cut and audience figures are down, all part of the trend at the moment
sadly. Are they downhearted –No!
Chris was quite upbeat and is constantly searching for ways to improve their finances. The plea
was “Support the Swan and Huntingdon Hall by going to the shows and tell your friends”. Deals
are always available for parties.
There is the annual Swan Quiz Night for supporters on 21 st June, up to two teams of four from
each organisation can enter, let me know if you would like to put in a team – it’s a fun evening.
The new Studio Theatre project is on hold at the moment. Considerable funds have been
promised so far towards the total cost of about £800,000 but there is still some way to go and
there are also complications over the leases of the buildings.
We have maintained our membership of NODA who provide support services for amateur
musical groups. See what they are about at www.noda.org.uk . There is free online individual
membership by quoting our URN (unique reference number) 00002827.
So, see you at the auditions, or the rehearsals, the Royal Wine Night, or......... and keep selling
the tickets!
Best wishes - Dick.

CHAIRMAN’S CHUNTERINGS
There was a healthy turnout for the AGM, and it was
good to see Jonathan nominated from the floor as
Secretary. We are grateful to the eight members of the
old committee who have retired after many years (in the
case of Bob and Sue decades) of service, and pleased
that half of the old committee are continuing. We have co
-opted on to the committee Cath Skyrme as Membership
Secretary and Annie Lloyd-Jones as Show Administrator,
and a full list of the committee members is shown
elsewhere in this newsletter, and the dates of meetings
for the rest of this year are on the website.
The first outing of the company under its new name was
a resounding success, with about 34 members actively
and enthusiastically involved in presenting “The Home Front in Worcester” as the
entertainment for the Mayor of Worcester’s banquet, and to paraphrase Sue’s
comment after the NODA gig at Solihull, if they hadn’t heard of the Worcester
Musical Theatre Company before, they have now. Particular thanks to Val for taking
on this production in addition to everything else in her life and to Carole Bradley for
costuming us.
Our social scene kicked off with a wine night with another to follow, and moves are
afoot for a spectacular later in the year. It would be great to see more backstage
members and supporters enjoying our social activities as well as onstage.
We have now confirmed the dates for our 2012 show at The Swan and would like to
appoint a producer in the near future. You can also pencil in the dates of our 2013
show (30 October to 9 November) so as to avoid holidays in Cuba.
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Situations Vacant for “Oh What a Night! November 2011
To complete our enthusiastic and talented team, for “Oh What A night!” in
November 2011, we need to appoint the following;

WARDROBE MANAGER
The spectacular costuming of our performers is a big part in the success of our
shows, and we would like to appoint a wardrobe manager to create a team to take
on this responsibility. This involves drawing on our existing resources stored in
Unit #16 and also managing a budget for the purchase or making of new items.
This is a key position and during the run of the show will be at the heart of
backstage activity.

RAFFLE MANAGER
We are receiving major support from The Royal British Legion for our show this
year, and they are the nominated charity to which all of the net proceeds of our
raffles will be given. We need an enthusiastic person to take responsibility for
acquiring the prizes (mainly by purchase), and organising a team of ticket sellers
who will be the front of house faces of the company during the run of the show and
enjoy helping our patrons support this very worthy cause.
Please make your interest in either of these positions known to Annie Lloyd-Jones.

REHEARSAL TECHNICIAN(S)
A dedicated person or a team of expert computer operators are needed to play the
music during rehearsals from pre-recorded music files. A sense of humour and
some musical knowledge would be useful!

SHOW PRODUCER 2012
The Swan Theatre has been booked from
Wednesday 31 October to Saturday 11
November 2012 for our main show next year,
and the committee now wishes to appoint a
producer or co-producers. The constitution
requires that applicants have a proven track
record in artistic and organisational ability, and a
Job Description is available from the Secretary.
With the agreement of the producer(s) an
appointment could also be made of Assistant
Producer or Producer’s Assistant with a view to
helping with the huge task that the producer
takes on, and as a learning and development
opportunity.
This is a great opportunity to play a key role at the heart of this vibrant and
successful company; please indicate your interest in any of these roles to David
Rippe by the end of April 2011

A Message from this years show producer
- Val
Our plans are all coming together now as we edge
closer and closer to April 18th when we choose our
‘Oh What a Night’ onstage team. At our producers
meetings we have thought long and hard of ways to
help you to look forward to audition night ! We hope
that by giving you all the choice of not one, not two,
not three but four short songs, [ men / ladies ,you
can sing whichever you fancy ] we can help you to
show us what you can do, as painlessly and quickly
as possible. If you are auditioning as a singer that is
all you need to do. Those of you who are auditioning
as singer dancers can also look forward to learning
an exciting routine with Miss Ellie. As Dick says, if
you make a slip, don’t worry, carry on as if you were on stage ! ...and we’ve all had
moments in shows like that! Backstage company, Colin detailed your audition
procedure on Show launch night.... he will let you know the name of the pub in due
course!
Joking apart, we know how nerve wracking the audition procedure can be. It’s a
means to an end and the rewards are great. As those of you that came to the show
launch night heard, we have such an exciting show planned. Act One starts with
Lucy and Russ’ feel good opening.... you will all be ‘Walking on Sunshine’ by the
end of it for sure . Bex’ American Roadtrip is chock full of stunning songs as we
travel from east to west through Carolina and Memphis, finishing up in Alabama.
Next we journey to Africa, with a 25 little passengers...complete with their drums!
[ Hope the backstage crew are getting in training for all that carrying! ] Our end to
Act 1 is our Remembrance section, to commemorate the 90 th anniversary of the
Poppy Appeal. Act 2 kicks off with The Summer of Love produced by Andy ...
perfect for anyone who remembers the songs of the 60’s. Ellie’s ‘Wishes’ section is
a fabulous mix of Disney melodies old and new, finishing with a barnstormer of a
song called ‘On my Way’. The winter party section is a chocolate box selection and
will appeal to anyone who likes a swing style of song as we breeze our way through
‘I’ve got my love to keep me warm’, ‘I just want to stay here and love you’, ‘Baby it’s
cold outside’ and ‘This could be the start of something big’ . Our grand finale is
entitled ‘Seasons of Love’ and will be produced by Bex. As Bex said on launch night
the words of the song will tell the story of our year
‘ celebrate, remember a year in the life of friends’ .....
Just think of all the fun we’re going to have over the next 7 months learning and
perfecting our show , enjoying being together ,
working towards something that none of us could
achieve without each other. I truly can’t wait!
Thank you for your support,
Love Val xxx

Worcester Musical Theatre Company – You Said.... We Did!
As part of the Ideas Night for the 2011 Show at the Swan, an optional questionnaire
was issued to all those present. The questionnaire was designed to gather people’s
views on various show, music and rehearsal matters, and make sure that everyone
could ‘have their say’. The questionnaires were anonymous if people wished, to
ensure that people felt free to get their views across.
22 questionnaires were completed and returned, and some were filled in by couples
working together. We reckon that around 30 people took part in this exercise – thank
you everyone!
We analysed the questionnaire results and presented them to the committee. We
have listened to all your valuable feedback and comments – and here is a summary
of what you said, and what we did about it.
You Said...
Auditions

We did!

When you were asked about the show
title for 2011, the top 3 most popular The committee agreed! The name of the
were
show has this year been decided by the
Company – ‘Oh What a Night’.
Oh What a Night / What a Night
We also have lots of great ideas gathered
A Night to Remember
and ready for 2012 and beyond – thank
Gonna Make This a Night to you for your contributions
Remember
When we asked you on the
questionnaire about auditioning groups
of ‘singers’, ‘singer / dancers’ and
‘dancers’, 21 out of 22 responses
thought this was a good idea.
Some of the additional comments were:
“Great idea – means you are able to
cast to people’s differing talents”
“I think this would help the existing
group and also attract other who may
be put off by one or the other aspects”
“Could there be differing degrees of
singer/dancer – not just stand and sing
for the singers, but not full on dancing?”
“Not sure where I would fit in, because I
do a little dancing but not too difficult”

So, we have decided to run auditions for
two groups this year so that everyone can
decide what they will feel most
comfortable doing.
Singers – for those who would like to
be in some of the show and focus
on the singing, with minimal
movement and costume changes.
You will only have to sing at your
audition if you want to do this. You
will not be needed for rehearsals
during the summer.
Singer / Dancers – for those who want
to sing and move. You will have to
do the ‘usual’ type of audition –
including singing and moving.
Dancers – for those who would just
like to dance.
We will take all the extra comments into
account as part of the audition process. If
you can’t decide which you would like to
do, speak to Val or let the panel know on
the day and we can help.

We asked you what you would
change about the auditions.
Some people didn’t want to have
auditions!

There were several comments
about the auditions being
‘more relaxed’, ‘less formal’
and ‘more light-hearted’.

Several people asked for more
song choices, or for us to
have more opportunity to
practice the songs chosen.

Learning the Music
We asked you whether your CD
was important when learning the
music, and the majority of you said
it most definitely was!

Auditions are an important part of amateur
theatre, and make sure that we are as
fair as can be to everyone – both new
members and those who have been
with us for many years.
We hope that having auditions on our
regular Monday night will help with
this. We are all friendly faces on the
audition panel and we hope that we
can have fun on audition night, as well
as choosing a brilliant cast for ‘Oh
What a Night’! Let us know how you
think we did after the auditions this
year.
Firstly, we have had several ‘open
singing’ sessions this year with all the
music from the show, which will help to
learn whichever song will become the
audition piece. We also made sure a
recording of the audition piece or
pieces went on the website well in
advance of audition day, and that we
will have several ‘sing throughs’ on
audition night. We have picked 4 very
different songs, which all auditionees
can choose from, and also Rick can
play them in any key you require.

This year, we will be keeping up our previous
high standards, and will be using a
professional recording studio to record the
CD. Hopefully this will ensure the CD will be
of excellent quality as in previous years and
you can hear the parts and words well.

So... we arranged lots of the singing sessions
at Perdiswell so people could come and hear
the very early stages of the music gathering
We asked whether people would be process. As those of you who have attended
interested in being part of the CD will have noticed, there is lots of sorting out to
learning process in January and do at this stage – for example which verses
February and many of you said yes. to sing, what will be a solo and what key to
sing it in. We hope you have all enjoyed
coming – the turn out has been excellent –
thank you all.
We asked you about music learning
rehearsals, and most of you thought
they were useful.
Many of you wanted to combine
some of the music rehearsals with
some movement as well.

We are planning the rehearsals so that for
the last hour of some singing rehearsals, we
will be able to learn some moves, so that the
early days are not just singing. We will sing
the relevant music to the ‘movement’ in the
first half of the rehearsal.

On the floor
We asked you about which way you
like your stage notes to be and most of
you said that you like them from the
stage looking outwards.

Your wish is our command!

The survey also asked about how
useful the stage notes were. Many of
you find them useful, even when there
are just basic notes.

We will make sure that you have notes
on as many sections as possible,
and that they are clear to read.

We asked you about our rehearsal
schedule, and people seemed very
happy with Monday nights building up
to some Sundays and
Wednesdays later on.
2011 at the Swan
All but one person answering the
questionnaire said they would be
happy to do 10 shows at the Swan
instead of our usual 6 performances.
We were very happy to hear this, as
we want to make sure we can fit all our
audiences in.
There were lots of
individual
comments, here are just a few:
“We need to get everything started
early in order to sell advertising
and sponsorship”

We will stick to our traditional sort of
schedule, and try to let you know in
advance when you are needed.

“I would find it helpful to have a
rehearsal DVD (recorded at the
end of each rehearsal) made
available
for
people
to
download so we can revised at
home”
“A show in November doesn’t need
Christmas music”

We went ahead and confirmed the
dates at the Swan – 11th November
2011 here we come!

The committee agreed and Molly and
Stuart and the team are already
working hard on this. If you have any
contacts or ideas, let them know
straight away.
Sounds like a good idea. Does anyone
know someone who could make this
happen? They would need to be
able to record the rehearsal and
then send it on a file to Annie who
could then send it by email to the
WMTC on stage cast. Volunteers for
this job gratefully received.
There is no Christmas music in the
show this year. However.... we do
have winter section, so there will still
be
some
fantastic
seasonal
numbers, but without mentioning
Christmas!

“Can’t wait for 2011”

Here we are in Spring 2011, and we
can see how excited everyone is.
Over 30 people attended our first
sing through, even though many of
you were busy with the Mayors
Banquet rehearsals and other
commitments – thank you. So
much work has already been done
and it is still only early Spring time.
We have had several production
meetings, chosen all the music,
recorded some of the music,
visited our fantastic wardrobe in
Droitwich to choose costumes,
sold around 30% of the tickets,
and got our 3 teams of Claines
Primary School African drummers.

Feedback is really important, and the committee and production team value all your
ideas and opinions. Please let your rep (Trudy, Dave or Colin) or Val know what you
think as we progress through the year. If there are any issues, we will try our very
best to sort them out as soon as we can. We are all here to raise money for charity,
put on a brilliant show, and have fun with our friends

“Oh What A Night!” TICKET NEWS
We now have 1,118 tickets pre-booked for 'Oh What a Night'
Seats for the last Saturday Matinee and Evening performances are booking fast and
all the best seats are going quickly.
Let me know, as soon as possible, the tickets you require for our show to enable me
to give members the best seats available.
Book now - pay by August 16th
Give me a ring on 01905 354063 - I look forward to hearing from you.
Gill Saunders - Ticket Manager

The Mayor’s Banquet
A new name, a new committee, a new venue, a new show – did we need any more
new challenges? ....of course we did! The Mayor, Councillor Mike Layland,
contacted Secretary Cheryl and asked if the Company could put on 30 minutes of
entertainment for his annual banquet (when he hosts Mayors from all over Hereford
and Worcester and beyond). This is the equivalent of nearly 3 sections, and very
little time to do them in! The theme was Worcester on the Homefront, the date
Friday 4th March; the venue, the Grand Hall of the Guildhall. Fortunately, the
Company had done a number of wartime sections over the years, and so Val took
music from two of these, one by Sue, and one by Aileen, blended them together
with some solos, blocked out the moves, and went in search of cast members and
backstage.
What a relief! Support was rapidly
forthcoming from literally dozens of
members both on stage and
backstage. The music from the
previous shows (on Videos) was
put on a CD (which to say the
least, was difficult to rehearse to!)
and we were off!
The true British wartime spirit came
to the fore – time was short,
rehearsals were hard but fun, but
were we down hearted? – NO!
Carole volunteered to do the
costumes, only to find that, for
instance, what fitted Ken Knight in
1999, certainly didn’t fit in 2011! 22 cast, most with 2 costumes was a real hill to
climb, but Carole was on top of it. Matt played the piano at the early music learning
rehearsals. Dave Page said he could play the drums with Rick on the piano, but
Rick could only make the dress rehearsal! Then the Banqueteers were on the floor.
This is where the cast realised what really faced them. Ken & Val had gone and
measured the stage at the Guildhall only to find that it was really only 10 feet deep
by 22 feet wide, with 2 big pillars at either end (which also had both Rick, a grand
piano and Dave and his drums on it!) – this was only 1 foot per person!!! It was
decided that the cast would have to use the floor as well as the stage and be up
front and personal with the audience!
Bad weather and poor health were the order of the day, but the 30 minute

spectacular was coming
together despite these
adversities. As the
performance date
approached the tempo
hotted up – Ed became
rehearsal technician and
put up with it bravely.
Ellie was renamed
George, and learned a
number of parts, mainly
male, just in case.
The week of the Banquet
dawned, with a rehearsal
(and costume distribution)
on Monday, and then the
Dress rehearsal in the Guildhall on Wednesday. Mark and Phil installed the sound,
and with Mark’s new mikes we sounded wonderful! Still, Mark wasn’t satisfied, and
decided that despite
the difficulties we
could do with some
lighting as well
(which miraculously
appeared on the
night of the show;
as did numerous
flags, banners and
posters decorating
the stage – thanks
Ed and Brian!).
The Banqueteers
assembled in
PYPLC at 7.30 for
one last run through
(nothing like leaving
it to the last minute!)
and then on to the Guildhall, sneaking in up the back stairs. We were supposed to
be on at 9.00 pm, which eventually became 10.10, but we didn’t care. The adrenalin
was high and with the costumes, sound and lights, and Rick and Dave we were
pretty sure we were on to
a winner – and you know,
I think we were!

Mayors letter to WMTC
11th March 2011

Dear Mr Bugg,
I am writing to formally thank the members of the Worcester
Musical Theatre Company for their superb performance at my
Charity Dinner last Friday.
I know that Val Knight worked really hard to devise their set, and
she pitched it perfectly to fit in with our theme of the evening. The
singers were superb and we have had many compliments from our
guests both on the evening and since then. Our thanks also go to
the backstage team who all helped to make the evening such a
success.
Please pass on our sincere thanks to everyone involved for all
their hard work which helped to raise a lot of money for local charities.
Yours sincerely
MAYOR
Councillor Mike Layland

“Oh What A Night!”
CD making Music rehearsals

Val decided that anyone who wanted to could come to these rehearsals at PYPLC.
This allowed people to taste the music on offer, see what the difficulties were (what
parts to cut, what key to sing it in, the legibility of the music, the harmonies etc. etc.).
Matt drilled us in the music that we had, (photocopied by Annie). The turnout at
these rehearsals has been excellent – thanks to all those who came.

“Oh What A Night!”
CD recordings

These started seriously in March (straight after the Mayor’s Banquet!). A small group
turned up at Paul White’s recording studio in Malvern, and quickly found that with
Rick and his organ in the room, we had to use 2 rooms to get us all in! We first
recorded the audition pieces which were then put on the internet in our website, and
then ‘laid down’ the Remembrance section. It was a concentrated procedure, but
Paul was wonderfully patient, and led us through the process successfully. Emma
will be taking over the controls at our next recording sessions which are on Monday
11th, and Wednesday 13th.

WORCESTER MUSICAL THEATRE COMPANY

Important Dates for -

‘Oh What a Night’

Auditions

Monday 18th April at PYPLC, starting promptly at 7.30pm. Feel free to bring
along any singer/dancer friends too, but PLEASE let me know in advance if possible! (01905 456133)

First Rehearsal

Monday 9th May at PYPLC, startin at 7.30. Music until 9pm, then a complimentary drink and nibbles to celebrate the beginning of our new show!

Solo Auditions

Date not set yet. Watch for an email!

Photographs

Sunday 25th September. At PYPLC. We need everyone there, if possible.

The Show

Costume Night TBA
Technical – Wednesday 9th November
Dress Rehearsal – Thursday 10th November

Performances for the public

Friday 11th November 7.30pm - First performance
Saturday 12th November - 2.30pm Matinee
Sunday 13th November - 4pm Matinee
Tuesday 15th November – 7.30pm
Wednesday 16th November – 7.30pm
Thursday 17th November – 7.30pm
Friday 18th November – 7.30pm
Saturday 19th November – 2.30pm Matinee
Saturday 19th November – 7.30pm Last Performance

Meet The Show Night
“Oh What A Night!”
Monday 4th April
Oh what a night it was! 71 people turned up to find out about the show, and went
away buzzing with anticipation. The Royal British Legion were there to give us
information about this year’s
charity, all the producers
described their sections
(even displaying some
costumes, and using
Powerpoint!), we sang some
of the music, we listened to
the company’s
representatives (Colin made
the backstage team and
work so attractive that Ken is
thinking of joining the team in
the wings!), Ellie described
the Subhuman agenda of
events and parties, and went
on to teach a brief song and
dance routine, with the
majority of the audience
taking part, (we had to stop
Edie and Doreen!). Annie
described the audition
process, and Val described
how early on she realised
that our opening night was
11th of the 11th 2011 – and
how she felt that the show
and its attachment to the
Royal British Legion was
“..just meant to be.” Stuart
displayed our new logo, Gill told us how many tickets had already been booked (and
we haven’t even had auditions yet!) and Ed manned the bar. A great evening was
had by all, with many new and old friends attending.

A Little Note From Ellie
(Subhuman Chair)
Hello from the Chair – the Subhuman Chair! What
a year we have ahead of us, and what a year it’s
already been!! What with the New Year’s Eve
bash, the DVD night and the WMTC ‘Oh What a
Night’ Launch evening – we’ve been socialising
our socks off!! A big thank you to all who played
part in organising the events and those who came,
we’ve really had a fun and very successful first few
months being WMTC! The next thing for us all to
be looking forward to, is the ‘Royal Wine Night’ where, after watching the Royals’
get hitched, we can all pile round to The Acers to drink! It starts off at 8pm on Friday
29th April, at 105 Northwick Rd. We will be taught a thing or two about wine – in my
case taught a lot, it turns out there is wine other than Asti- by our very own wine
connoisseur Ken! There will be a Royal toast, a Royal quiz and a Royally good time
to be had by all! It’s £10 each for drinkers and a chunk of cheese! Just one more
thing, there is a dress code..... RED WHITE and BLUE or ROYALTY!
The Subhumans will be meeting shortly to plan out a whole year’s worth of fun, and
as soon as we have set a date, we will be releasing it to
the masses. So if you’ve been thinking to yourself ‘I
have always wanted to be a subhuman’ or ‘I like drinking
that much too’ here’s your chance, join us and drink for
victory! Wow I seem to have gone all patriotic; perhaps
it’s got something to do with the ROYAL WINE NIGHT!
Did I mention that already? Book your places, it’s selling
out fast!

DVD Night
Saturday 5th February 2011 saw the annual DVD
night of The Magic of the Movies. This was well
attended, and everyone there enjoyed the possibility
of seeing the show either again, or from the
opposite side of the footlights. The subhumans
provided the usual drinks and nibbles and many
DVDs were sold on the night (as well as those already booked through Annie).
Thanks to everyone who made the evening a success.

WMTC Princes and Paupers New Years Eve Party
The scene was set, the costumes were made,
bought or hired. The venue (The Acers) was
decorated to the nines, the drink was purchased, the
pork was sizzling and frivolity was in the air. People
arrived in cars, limousines and (mainly) on foot, and
were greeted at the Union Jack bedecked door by
none other than Prince Charles and Camilla (well –
Ken & Val in eerily lifelike masks). And then the
party began. As usual, the cellars were used as the
main party venue (carpeted no less!). Party games
were played by all, the boys tried (as always) to
cheat, but received short
shrift. Dress the Mummy
resulted in huge amounts
of loo paper disposal the
next day. The pork Baps
were consumed with
gusto, and dancing
began. At the stroke of
12.00 champagne was
dispensed to an already mainly inebriated company –
and then outside for a fantastic fireworks display (kindly
provided by a friend of
Martin who works in
Afghanistan, which might
explain the strength of the
displays).
No one seemed to want to go home - indeed Andy,
Laura and Freya had booked a bedroom at the
Acers, and Julie and Mark went to bed in Greet
Cottage. Giles led the way consuming huge
quantities of Tiramisu, port and Madeira, and joined
by Jon and Dean became the ‘3 Princes’ with Ellie
literally fluttering around in the background.
Everybody felt sorry for the poor waif (Trudy) and for
Josh, the vizier, whose gravy browning wore off
inexorably over the course of the evening. A great
time was had by all (as can be seen from the

photos). “Can we do the same
next year” was the cry, and Ken
& Val might be persuaded, if
they ever manage to clear up
completely!

Patti Wilks
We were all saddened to hear of the passing away of Patti Wilks on 13 th February.
The Funeral took place on the 22nd February and the church, not surprisingly, was
packed and colourful,as Colin had requested us to wear pink or yellow. It seemed
fitting that we printed part of the eulogy from the service in her tribute.
Patti Wilks was born in Stourbridge on 30th July 1934. She attended Alice Ottley
School for Girls in Worcester where a talent for musicality was nurtured. Later she
developed a powerful contralto singing voice and this led to a possible career as a
professional opera singer. Patti went to London for a short time working in the
Australian embassy. However Patti came back to her roots in Worcestershire. She
was being trained by Professor Roy Henderson who had been Kathleen Ferrier's
teacher and Patti was being groomed for a similar career. However, she found that
she was pregnant with her son Richard and decided against the bright lights of the
theatre world in order to raise a family.
Patti became firmly established as one of the leading contraltos in the area and was
called upon to sing leading roles in operas and musicals performed by the many
operatic and dramatic societies around Worcester and Malvern. At one of these she
met Colin and it was, as they say, love at first sight. They married on 1st January
1977 and it snowed! Now started the happiest 35 years of Patti and Colin's life.
It was in July 2010 that Patti discovered that she was seriously ill. She was fighting
the illness right up until she lapsed into a coma.
Patti has been described as “outrageous, colourful, vivacious, attractive, loving,
kind, always interesting, and could talk for England!” Forever young in outlook, Patti
and Colin made a great team. And we can only agree.
A note from Colin.
Claire, Rick and I have been trying to think of something we could do in the way of a
tribute to Patti and to ensure her legacy. She really loved her smart little Honda
Civic and looked after it so well. We couldn't just see it rot away or sold to a dealer.
So, it has been donated to the Fast Response Cardiac Team in Worcester and will
be sign written with Patti's name on both sides of the front wings. So if you are
taken ill in Worcester and a silver Honda Civic turns up with blue lights flashing and
siren blowing, it's Patti come to help you out.

For Your Amusement

A police officer was in his car on the side of the A22 waiting to catch
speeding cars when a car went by doing about 22mph which the
officer considered too slow and likely to cause hazards. He pulled the
car over, the driver was a little old lady with four of her friends who
were all sat silently with white faces and wide eyes. The lady
explained that she always drove exactly to the speed limit and being
on the A22 she was doing 22mph. The officer calmly explained that A22 was the
road number and not the speed limit and asked the old lady to be more careful not
to hold up traffic. Before letting her go he said "Your friends all look a little pale, are
they OK?" "They be fine" she said " We just came off the B124"
Who Does What
Sent by John Kings
A man and his wife were having an argument about who should brew the coffee in
the morning. The wife said “You should brew it as you get up first and then we don’t
have to wait as long to get our coffee”. The husband said “You are in charge of
cooking around here and you should do it as because that is your job, and I can just
wait for my coffee”. The wife replied “No, you should do it. Besides it says in the
Bible that the man should do the coffee”. “Oh really!” says the man, “I can’t believe
that – show me”.
So the wife fetched the Bible, and opening it at the Old Testament, she pointed to
the top of several pages, which indeed said
‘HEBREWS’
No one believes seniors... everyone thinks they are senile!
From Tom Chamberlain
An elderly couple was celebrating their sixtieth anniversary.
The couple had married as childhood sweethearts and had moved back to their
old neighbourhood after they retired. Holding hands, they walked back to their
old school. It was not locked, so they entered, and found the old desk they'd
shared, where Andy had carved "I love you, Sally".
On their way back home, a bag of money fell out of an armoured car, practically
landing at their feet.Sally quickly picked it up and, not sure what to do with it,
they took it home. There, she counted the money-fifty thousand pounds!
Andy said, "We've got to give it back."
Sally said, "Finders keepers." She put the money back in the bag and hid it in
their attic.
The next day, two police officers were canvassing the neighbourhood looking for
the money, and knocked on their door.
"Pardon me, but did either of you find a bag that fell out of an armoured car
yesterday?"
Sally said, "No."
Andy said, "She's lying. She hid it up in the attic."
Sally said, "Don't believe him, he's getting senile!"
The agents turned to Andy and began to question him.
One said: "Tell us the story from the beginning."
Andy said, "Well... when Sally and I were walking home from school
yesterday....."
The first police officer turned to his partner and said, "We're outta here!"

Recipe from Trudy Johnson
Mapple Tart
(This recipe is lifted almost directly from this year's Dairy
Diary, but has been tried and tested several times by my
culinarily-challenged self and it's guaranteed to be dead
simple and scrumptious!)
Ingredients:Shortcrust Pastry 175g (6oz) - buy the Jus-Rol stuff, even
chefs say it's barely worth making pastry yourself!
Mincemeat 250g (9oz) - get a nice booze-infused one,
but not too liquid.
Braeburn Apples 2 or 3, peeled, cored and thinly sliced
into segments
Lemon - juice of 1 lemon or use Jif to coat apples once
sliced
Butter - 15g (0.5 oz) melted
Nutmeg or Cinnamon 0.5 to 1 tsp
Apricot Jam 1 tbsp
Cream or Ice Cream to serve

Trudy as “Poor Perce”
New Years Eve

1. Preheat oven to 200C/400F/Gas 6
Roll pastry out to 0.5cm (quarter of an inch) thick and line a 20cm (8") loose-based
flan dish, or buttered ceramic flan dish.
2. Spoon mincemeat into bottom of pastry case and spread evenly. Arrange
overlapping apple slices on top, making a clockwise circle around the outer edge
and an anti-clockwise circle in the middle. Brush the top with melted butter.
Sprinkle evenly with nutmeg or cinnamon.
3. Bake for about 30 minutes until pastry edge looks cooked, and apples are slightly
browned on top. Brush with jam immediately. Serve warm or cold with cream or ice
cream.
And a couple from Ken
A really quick, nutritious, and not particularly fattening dish that works really well
Creamy cod in a flash (for 2)
Ingredients
2 skinless cod fillets
Good handful of watercress leaves or spinach
4 rounded tablespoons of crème fraiche
1 rounded tablespoon of horseradish sauce
Lemon wedges to serve
Nestle fillets side by side in a microwavable dish, and season. Roughly chop the
watercress and mix it in a bowl with the crème fraiche and the horseradish.
Spoon a pile of sauce over each fish (no need to spread it out). Cover with cling
film, pierce it several times and microwave on high for 4-5 mins. until fish is white
and starts to separate into flakes (do not overdo it!!!!) Take the dish out of the
microwave and leave it to stand for 2-3 mins with the cling film on, then uncover and
serve with lemon wedges to squeeze over and steamed greens.
C(hilli) C(on) Q(ueso)
This recipe came from an American friend who made it for us first in 1977. It is

wonderfully tasty, but unfortunately might have just a few extra calories!
Ingredients
1 Onion
1 tin chopped tomatoes
1 red chilli
1 tub cream cheese
Small amount of double cream
Chop the onion thinly, and sweat it in olive oil until translucent
Add the tin of chopped tomatoes and a half to one red chilli finely chopped
Cook the mixture down until it is thick
Add the tub of Cream cheese and stir in heating gently
Loosen the mixture with double cream
Serve as a dip with corn chips – this is easy, and heaven!!!

As you can see, the Newsletter has a new name.
This came from Trudy, and we quote from her e mail –
‘Random thoughts for a Newsletter Name.
So from WMTC, I saw Wm. T C - William the Conqueror
From William - Bill
From Bill to Billboard
It's not clever, it's simple but apt. What'ya think?’
Trudy and Josh
We thought it fitted the bill!!

The New Worcester Musical Theatre Company LOGO
The new WMTC Logo, created by Brian Ellison, and
approved by the committee was first seen on screen on
‘Meet the Show Night’ and we are proud to say that the
Spring newsletter is its first printed official outing. We are
sure that its modern approach will be synonymous with the
show and the Company in its new venue and form, and
look forward to future successes under its banner.

Our Archivists Royston And Dennis
On 26th March, one of our roving reporters visited Royston and Dennis ‘at home’ to
look at the music archives of the Company. They have been working hard on
collating all the music that they could find, and indeed many of the moves charts,
videos, DVDs and newsletters from the last 3 decades. This has been a gargantuan
task, which has taken two and a half years so far, and they have done a
magnificent job – for instance there are 1808 pieces of music alone and these have
all been placed in order in each of the shows as they appeared. It is an invaluable
source of music and arrangements that can be used by the Company, as well as a
musical glimpse of those shows all those years ago. They have also created 4 A 3
folders with material collected by Sue Wilson that go right back to 1978. In the
Spring newsletter of 2010, Sue said that it might be possible to borrow these from
her to bring back the memories from the past.
Royston and Dennis have set up their office as an in depth WMTC library, and as
can be seen from the photo, they keep it really very neat. Dennis has typed up all
information on their computer, and Royston helps to sort, collate and make the tea.
All we can say is,
thanks to you both, for
all your hard work so
far, and we hope that
you will be collecting
and filing music, moves
and memorabilia for
many years to come!

Raffle and Charity Sponsorship from Magic of
the Music
With the £750 'pound for pound' contribution from Barclays
Bank, Dick has now sent the grand total of £3,161 to the
Worcestershire Breast Unit Campaign, a really worthwhile
sum.
Many thanks to Mike and Annie, Trudy and Josh, Rachel
and Janet and all the ticket sellers for their magnificent
efforts.

Members news.
Alec Taylor
Alec remains poorly and we are all thinking of him. In Sally’s words he is “...stable
stubborn and cheerful” and we send them both all our very best wishes.
Becky Brown Expecting!
Well, the due date (May 20th) is nearly upon us, and just as well
– we cannot imagine Bex growing any bigger! Martin has
decorated the baby’s room, the pram is on order, mounds of
clothes are being knitted, and the question is, boy or girl? And
will the baby be born before or after Sara and Geeff’s wedding
as Bex is hoping to sing!! We await the outcome with bated
breath!
Sara & Goeff’s Wedding,

Too much CCQ or
What!

May 28th sees the tying of the knot in
Droitwich. We wish them a joyful day and of course a
wonderful lifetime of happy marriage.

The Sweetie Returns!
It was great to see Doreen at the ‘Meet The Show’
night. At the moment she is waiting for her crutches,
so came in a wheeled zimmer, drifting around the
corners into PYPLC like a racing driver –
Schumacher watch out!
Stuart Southern
Stu has qualified as a First Aid Instructor and will be running courses out of PYPLC,
including Emergency 1st Aid at work, Paediatric First Aid, and Pet First Aid. These
will be under the name of Best Performance Training

In our next newsletter – reports from Russ & Lucy on their 18 months in Thailand
and Dave Alban on his charity work in Thailand. We hope to reinstate Pets corner,
and of course include articles, jokes recipes etc. from our membership.
We hope that you have enjoyed this issue of Billboard, and we will endeavour to
include as many interesting articles and photos as possible in our next issue.
Ken and Ed
And finally, Kath has designed a new membership form which can be printed out
and sent or given to her with a cheque or cash by 1st May when subscriptions are
due. Please find this on the final page

Worcester Musical Theatre Company
MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION
Name

Address

Postcode

Telephone

Mobile

Email

Date of Birth

(for our ‘Birthday Book’)

Are you happy for your personal details to appear in our Annual Address Book
distributed to Members Only? (Tick Yes or No)

PLEASE NOTE
NEW CHARGES:
Tick Appropriate Box

Standard Membership:

YES

£20.00

Concession:
£10.00
(Students, Over 60 & Unwaged)

“I wish to apply for membership of Worcester Musical Theatre Company”
Signed

Date
Once completed, return by 1st May 2011 with payment to
Cath Skyrme
Membership Secretary
Worcester Musical Theatre Company
c/o 12 Berry Close, Powick
Worcestershire WR2 4QN

Membership Secretary Information Only
Payment

Date Received

Notes

Cash

Cheque

Signed

Other

NO

