
FROM THE PRESIDENT ï óPresidential Ponderingsô 
 

The dust has settled a little following the AGM and the major changes 
brought in then. The committee has a whole new look and is focussed on 
cementing our new identity and looking for ways to let the world know 
that although we have a new name we will carry on producing top class 
entertainment in Worcester. 
The Company was honoured to be invited to perform at the Mayorôs 
Charity Dinner. Congratulations to Val for producing and all involved on 
and off stage for a splendid ñHome Frontò cabaret performed on a tiny 
stage. Special thanks to Mark and Phil for their hard work in providing 
excellent sound and lighting in a difficult venue. Mark was still doing his 
get-out as all the diners were going home. The comments we received 
from the audience as we circulated after the performance were without 
exception very complimentary and we definitely had the impression that our cabaret was the 
high spot of the evening. 
So what next ? Preparations are well under way for ñOh What A Night !ò, Auditions are looming 
and full rehearsals will be starting soon. I know auditions are nerve racking for some but 
remember the panel are on your side, they want you to show them what you can do, they want 
to see some confidence, so donôt worry if a step is wrong or a note is out of place, donôt 
apologise, just press on, do it with panache and the panel will love you !! (This from a man who 
has never done an audition in his life ï but has watched plenty !) 
At our first committee meeting following the AGM the committee supported me in my wish to 
discontinue the Presidentôs Club. I have been in touch with PC members and am pleased to 
report that a substantial number of them have agreed to continue supporting us as members of 
the Company. 
Some feedback from the Swan Users Meeting ï Worcester Live is ñskintò to use Chris Jaegerôs 
word. Grants have been cut and audience figures are down, all part of the trend at the moment 
sadly. Are they downhearted ïNo!  
Chris was quite upbeat and is constantly searching for ways to improve their finances. The plea 
was ñSupport the Swan and Huntingdon Hall by going to the shows and tell your friendsò. Deals 
are always available for parties. 
There is the annual Swan Quiz Night for supporters on 21

st
 June, up to two teams of four from 

each organisation can enter, let me know if you would like to put in a team ï itôs a fun evening. 
The new Studio Theatre project is on hold at the moment. Considerable funds have been 
promised so far towards the total cost of about Ã800,000 but there is still some way to go and 
there are also complications over the leases of the buildings. 
We have maintained our membership of NODA who provide support services for amateur 
musical groups. See what they are about at www.noda.org.uk . There is free online individual 
membership by quoting our URN (unique reference number) 00002827. 
So, see you at the auditions, or the rehearsals, the Royal Wine Night, or......... and keep selling 
the tickets! 
 
Best wishes - Dick. 
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CHAIRMANôS CHUNTERINGS 
 

There was a healthy turnout for the AGM, and it was 
good to see Jonathan nominated from the floor as 
Secretary.  We are grateful to the eight members of the 
old committee who have retired after many years (in the 
case of Bob and Sue decades) of service, and pleased 
that half of the old committee are continuing. We have co
-opted on to the committee Cath Skyrme as Membership 
Secretary and Annie Lloyd-Jones as Show Administrator, 
and a full list of the committee members is shown 
elsewhere in this newsletter, and the dates of meetings 
for the rest of this year are on the website. 
The first outing of the company under its new name was 
a resounding success, with about 34 members actively 
and enthusiastically involved in presenting ñThe Home Front in Worcesterò as the 
entertainment for the Mayor of Worcesterôs banquet, and to paraphrase Sueôs 
comment after the NODA gig at Solihull, if they hadnôt heard of the Worcester 
Musical Theatre Company before, they have now.  Particular thanks to Val for taking 
on this production in addition to everything else in her life and to Carole Bradley for 
costuming us. 
Our social scene kicked off with a wine night with another to follow, and moves are 
afoot for a spectacular later in the year. It would be great to see more backstage 
members and supporters enjoying our social activities as well as onstage.  
We have now confirmed the dates for our 2012 show at The Swan and would like to 
appoint  a producer in the near future. You can also pencil in the dates of our 2013 
show (30 October to 9 November) so as to avoid holidays in Cuba. 
 
David 
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Situations Vacant for ñOh What a Night! November 2011 
 
To complete our enthusiastic and talented team, for ñOh What A night!ò in 
November 2011, we need to appoint the following; 
 
WARDROBE MANAGER 
 
The spectacular costuming of our performers is a big part in the success of our 
shows, and we would like to appoint a wardrobe manager to create a team to take 
on this responsibility.  This involves drawing on our existing resources stored in 
Unit #16 and also managing a budget for the purchase or making of new items. 
This is a key position and during the run of the show will be at the heart of 
backstage activity. 
 
RAFFLE MANAGER 
 
We are receiving major support from The Royal British Legion for our show this 
year, and they are the nominated charity to which all of the net proceeds of our 
raffles  will be given.  We need an enthusiastic person to take responsibility for 
acquiring the prizes (mainly by purchase), and organising a team of ticket sellers 
who will be the front of house faces of the company during the run of the show and 
enjoy helping our patrons support this very worthy cause. 
Please make your interest in either of these positions known to Annie Lloyd-Jones. 
 
REHEARSAL TECHNICIAN(S) 
 
A dedicated person or a team of expert computer operators are needed to play the 
music during rehearsals from pre-recorded music files.  A sense of humour and 
some musical knowledge would be useful! 
 

SHOW PRODUCER 2012 
 
The Swan Theatre has been booked from 
Wednesday 31 October to Saturday 11 
November 2012 for our main show next year, 
and the committee now wishes to appoint a 
producer or co-producers. The constitution 
requires that applicants have a proven track 
record in artistic and organisational ability, and a 
Job Description is available from the Secretary. 
With the agreement of the producer(s) an 
appointment could also be made of Assistant 
Producer or Producerôs Assistant with a view to 
helping with the huge task that the producer 
takes on, and as a learning and development 
opportunity. 
This is a great opportunity to play a key role at the heart of this vibrant and 
successful company; please indicate your interest in any of these roles to David 
Rippe by the end of April 2011  



A Message from this years show producer 
- Val 

 
Our plans are all coming together now as we edge 
closer and closer to  April 18

th
 when we choose  our 

óOh What a Nightô onstage team. At our producers 
meetings we have thought long and hard of ways to 
help you to look forward to audition night ! We hope 
that by giving you all the choice of  not one, not two, 
not three but four  short songs, [ men  / ladies ,you 
can sing whichever you fancy ] we can help you to 
show us what you can do, as painlessly and quickly 
as possible. If you are auditioning as a singer that is 
all you need to do. Those of you who are auditioning 
as singer dancers can also look forward to learning 
an exciting routine with Miss Ellie. As Dick says, if 

you make a slip, donôt worry, carry on as if you were on stage ! ...and weôve all had 
moments in shows like that!  Backstage company, Colin detailed your audition 
procedure on Show launch night.... he will let you know the name of the pub in due 
course! 
Joking apart, we know how nerve wracking the  audition procedure can be. Itôs a 
means to an end and the rewards are great. As those of you that came to the show 
launch night heard, we have such an exciting show planned. Act One starts with 
Lucy and Russô  feel good opening.... you will all be óWalking on Sunshineô by the 
end of it for sure . Bexô American Roadtrip is chock full of stunning songs as we 
travel from east to west through Carolina and  Memphis, finishing up in Alabama. 
Next we journey to Africa, with a 25  little passengers...complete with their drums! 
[ Hope the backstage crew are getting in training for all that carrying! ] Our end to 
Act 1 is our Remembrance section, to commemorate the 90 th anniversary of the 
Poppy Appeal.  Act 2 kicks off with The Summer of Love produced by Andy ... 
perfect for anyone who remembers the songs of the 60ôs. Ellieôs óWishesô section is 
a fabulous mix of Disney melodies old and new, finishing with a barnstormer of a 
song  called óOn my Wayô. The winter party section is a chocolate box selection and 
will appeal to anyone who likes a swing style of song  as we breeze our way through 
óIôve got my love to keep me warmô, óI just want to stay here and love youô, óBaby itôs 
cold outsideô and óThis could be the start of something bigô . Our grand finale is 
entitled óSeasons of Loveô and will be produced by Bex. As Bex said on launch night 
the words of the song will tell the story of our year 
 ó celebrate, remember a year in the life of friendsô ..... 
Just think of all the fun weôre going to have over the next 7 months learning and 
perfecting our show , enjoying being together , 
working towards something that none of us could 
achieve without each other. I truly canôt wait! 
 
Thank you for your support, 
 
Love Val xxx 


