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FROM THE PRESIDENT – ‘Presidential Ponderings’
Since the last Billboard auditions have come and gone, we have a
new company for “Top of the World” and three months of music
and floor rehearsals have passed.
Now that the holiday season is drawing to a close, perhaps
rehearsals can proceed in earnest with, hopefully, full attendances
– only two and a half months until showtime!!
Much of my pondering lately is concerned with the future of WMTC
and in particular our financial viability. The heady days of having
£40,000 in the bank and various grants being fairly freely available
have long gone and our reserves are at an all time low and down to
four figures.
We have of course addressed these issues and amongst other
things have given up Unit 16 to reduce our overheads and cut the show run to one week to
ensure a full theatre for every performance.
Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find appeals for sponsors and advertisers, we really
need to raise funds from other sources rather than relying on ticket sales alone.
On a lighter note, the on-stage company seem to be enjoying rehearsals and there is a
happy atmosphere all round, which is nice to see and, after all, why we are all involved in
this pastime.
Thanks to John and Di for taking on the raffles, the takings really do help to pay for the
rehearsal room and thanks to Sally for taking on the teas and coffees.
Looking forward to seeing “Top of the World” coming together over the next few weeks.
Have fun.
Dick

CHAIRMAN’S CHUNTERINGS
It is nice to see the new members of the cast blending
well with the old hands, and I look forward to reading
their autobiographies elsewhere in this newsletter.
It is also great for your various talented producers to
see the show beginning to develop that elusive quality
of “gelling” where everyone knows what they are
supposed to be doing and helping others to do it as
well if necessary, and good that this has started
happening as early as July.
Now we need to sell tickets, sponsorship and
advertising in order to make “Top of the World” a
success, and in doing so, ensure that we can put on a show in 2014 and also
support Acorns Hospice, our nominated charity this year, and also hopefully put
some funds into our own bursary programme.
Elsewhere in this newsletter you will see our great promotional team and how you
can help them
President Dick has written about our bursary fund, and we note with pride the
success that Tom Edwards, who was in many of our shows up to 2009 and
received our bursary award for 2010-2012, is enjoying.
You will also soon be seeing the fabulous Harlequin Stage School begin to fill
some of those mysterious gaps on the stage, and elsewhere in this newsletter you
will see what a success they have been having in this year. And you will soon
begin to learn those parts of the show in which the Claines children will be joining
us onstage, and will also have seen occasional glimpses of our comedians as they
get the feel of the show into which their talents will blend.
Later in this newsletter you will see that we wish to finalise the appointment of a
producer for our 2014 show, and if you have any ideas that you would like to put
forward for a name for that show please let Annie know.
David

Show Producer’s Chiruppings
With 11 weeks to go to the show, this is a good time
to sit down and do an audit of where we are with the
sections .
Mims - You got the Love . Half set
Val - Love at the Movies . Set
Aileen - The Gift of Music . Set
Lucy and Russ - Rock around the Clock Set
Lucy and Russ - World in Union. To be set on 21st August
Ellie - After Dark Set
Val - Warm this Winter To be set on 4th September
Bex. - Here come the Girls .To be set in September
Bex. - Soul Train Set
Though we have a way to go, I am happy that we are on course to come to the boil
at the right time. Rehearsals are going really well and progress is being made every
week.
Those of you that have been in WMTC shows before, will know that now is the time
to get the words under your belt. Everything is easier and more enjoyable if you
know the words. Time spent listening to the CD is good, but time spent with your
music folder and your CD is best. Don’t leave it all until the last minute, you will
enjoy rehearsals all the more if you know what you are singing.
We are still chasing our final elusive man. Just when we think we have one in our
sights we have to start again. Any suggestions please get in touch.
I know these last few weeks will gallop along and before we know it, Harlequin , the
comedy team and the children from Claines will all be adding their magic to the mix.
Well done to you all on good works so far and a special huge well done to Ellie and
Bex who have shown us what can be achieved with a little friend attached!
Get ready for the best bit!
Love
Val x

SHOW PRODUCER 2014
The Swan Theatre has been booked from Sunday 2nd November to Saturday 8th
November 2014 for our main show next year, and the committee now wishes to
appoint a producer or co-producers for that show.
The constitution requires that applicants have a proven track record in artistic and
organisational ability, and a Job Description is available from the Secretary.
With the agreement of the producer(s) an appointment could also be made of
Assistant Producer or Producer’s Assistant with a view to helping with the huge task
that the producer takes on, and as a learning and development opportunity.
This is a great chance to play a key role at the heart of this vibrant and successful
company; please indicate your interest in any of these roles to David Rippe by the
end of August 2013.

A Message from Gill - Ticket Sales
Hi All,
33% of our tickets for ‘Top of the World’ have
already been booked, most popular performances
being Saturday Matinee, Saturday Evening and
Friday.
The Swan Theatre box office have now started
selling tickets for us although you can still order
through me and I will collect them for you to avoid
you having to pay a booking fee.
We all need to be handing out flyers to our family, friends, neighbours and work
colleagues to make sure we fill the theatre to enable us to do it all again next year !!
Flyers are available from me at Monday rehearsals or Phil Weston has a supply at
Perdiswell Young Peoples Club.
If you are reading this as a member but are not able to get to our rehearsals, just
ring me on 01905 354063 and I will get some to you.
WE CAN DO THIS !
Best Wishes
Gill Saunders
Ticket Manager

The WMTC Promotional Team for 2013 and how you can help them.
Sponsor a Song
Aileen Haden
We hope that every member of the company will, either on their own or with friends
and family, sponsor one or more songs in the show at £25 each.
Publicity Team Leader
Phil Weston
We have eight banner posters to put up this year; please tell Phil if you know of a
suitable site.

Leaflet Distribution
Giles McManus
If Giles hasn’t contacted you yet about taking ownership of a location for the display
of our leaflets it is because he soon will. Please give some thought as to where they
might work, ranging from a Tourist Information Centre to your local chippie.
Press Liaison
Steve Carley
Steve will try to get our articles in the paper but doesn’t want to write them himself. If
you would like to write an article for the paper about the company or the show
please contact a committee member.
Radio Liaison
We need someone to take on the task of keeping us on the radio. Please contact a
committee member if you can help.
Programme Design

95 Creative

Programme Co-ordinator

Ruth Dawson-Jones

Programme Advertising Sales
Charlotte Elston
Charlotte is going to try and sell at least four pages of advertising at £200 per page
or pro rata for smaller adverts. Would you like to advertise your own business in our
programme, or do you think that your employer would? If so let Charlotte know.

(A note from the chairman; I am delighted that we have such a strong team
promoting the show this year, but I am sure that Phil would welcome more offers of
help. – David)

WMTC Committee January 2013
President – Dick Saunders
Chairman – David Rippe
Secretary – Jonathan Bugg
Business Manager – David Rippe
Treasurer – Dick Saunders
Girl’s Rep – Lucy Dudley
Boy’s Rep – Russ Dudley
Non-Acting Rep – Steve Hinton
Membership Secretary – Sally Dudley
Ticket Manager – Gill Saunders
Publicity Team Leader – Phil Weston
Social Chairperson – Ellie Clarke
Show Producer 2013 – Val Knight
Show Administrator 2013 – Anne Lloyd-Jones

Meet the Show Night
March 18th 2013 saw the hordes assembling at
PYPLC (the venue of choice) for the annual WMTC
‘Meet the Show Night’. The usual suspects were
there, as each of the Section Directors charted
what they intended to produce for the show.
Mims outlined a modern opening (You’ve got the
Love),

Val talked about
her two sections
(Love at the
movies and
Warm this
Winter),

Aileen’s Section ‘The Gift of Music’
sounded very beautiful.

Lucy and Russ did a double act on
their two sections (‘Rock Around The
Clock’, and ‘World in Union’),

Ellie described a gritty ‘After
Dark’ section, while Bex
expanded on her sections ‘Here
Come the Girls’, and ‘Soul
Train’.

After all this we were
breathless, so it came as a
relief to listen to Mandie
Fitzgerald talk about the work of Acorns
(our chosen Charity in 2013),

and ‘Miss Paula’ who said she was
delighted to be associated with WMTC
and was looking forward to taking part in

the show with her dancing teams.
Chloe bravely spoke on being a new member, and Steve
Hinton on what fun backstage was.
Dick and David made their usual speeches, and then it
was on to the, by now usual, setting of a short piece of
singing and dancing, set this year by Bex.
We then adjourned for a much needed drink, whilst the
youngest of our members sat on the lap of the oldest. As
usual, a good time was had by all who attended.

Auditions
For the first time the WMTC auditions were spread across a number of dates, to
help out with the busy lives our members lead.
It still didn’t cut down on the tension though – on the 8th and 15th April people
assembled to face the auditioning committee of the Producer, section directors and
President, all ably assisted by Mat on the piano.
The usual format of a singing audition, and then dancing was followed, and

everyone breathed a sigh of relief once it was over!

Our 2013 Cast for Oh What A Night!
Debbie Alban

Dave Alban

Chloe Bellamy

Andy Avis

Jan Brant

Paul Bellamy

Bex Brown

Steve Carley

Ellie Bugg

Josh Cosnett

Jacque Cook

Russ Dudley

Ruth Dawson

Sam Dudley

Lucy Dudley

Royston Gething

Charlotte Elston

Ken Knight

Trudy Johnson

Giles McManus

Carlene Jones

Sean Powell

Dawn Kenny

David Rippe

Miriam Knight

Stuart Southern

Annie Lloyd-Jones

Will Thompson- Brant

Ann Mayor

Nick Wilson

Jade Merry

Kristian Wolseley-Charles

Mary Phillips

+1

Emily Shuttleworth
Laura Skelton
Cath Skyrme
Jenni Southern

First Music Rehearsal
This took place on 29th April,
and was well attended. The
gargantuan task of preparing
the folders of music had been
completed by Annie, and they
along with the relevant CD’s
were given out to the cast.

Both Rick and Mat were
there, and everyone was
astonished at the rich
sound that we produced
on this, the very first real
singing rehearsal.

First Floor Rehearsal
There has to be a first,
and this year, we
mixed it in right at the
start with a singing
rehearsal night on 8th
May, led by a very
pregnant Ellie as you
can see.

Indeed, with Ellie and Bex so pregnant Will seems to
be intent on representing the boys on the pregnancy
front!

Candid Rehearsal Shots

News of Members
Alan Wollaston

We are sorry to have report that Alan has not been well recently. Many of our
members have been to see him, and many are booked in over the next few weeks.
Joan would like to thank everyone for their good wishes, and their visits. We have
both Al and Joan in our thoughts.

Babies galore!
So, WMTC are intent
on producing our
own cast for the
future! Laura gave
birth to Baby Jessica
on 3rd May, Ellie
produced baby
Benjamin on 27th
June. Bex is due on
12th August, but on
going to press on
15th has not
delivered, as yet!

Freya & Jessica

Christenings galore !
Sara and Geoff christened
baby Thomas on 14th July,
followed by a giant BBQ.
Charlotte and Pete christened
baby Maisie on 4th August,
followed by a big family and
friends party in Welland.

And more to come!

Ruth and Mat got wed in May – there was the
traditional WMTC presentation (see photo), and
then just a couple of weeks ago, the joyous
news of Ruth expecting a baby at the start of
next year. Prompt service or what?
Congratulations to all the happy parents on
expecting, delivering and christening so many
prospective new members of WMTC

Ellie & Jonathan with Benjamin

Subhuman Wine Night

The night was warm and
balmy. The Acers garden
was decked out with chairs,
lights, gazebos and bunting.
The white wine was cooling,
the red wine was breathing,
and all that was needed was
a group of people dressed up
as schoolgirls and boys to
turn up to celebrate the
‘Schools Out’ WMTC
Subhuman Wine night.
And celebrate they certainly
did. Starting with champagne
and a toast to the new
Benjamin Bugg, 3 other
whites were sampled, and
then on to the 4 reds. The
wines came from Italy, New
Zealand, France, Chile,
Australia and Portugal and
virtually all of them (bar one)
was a medal winner.
Finishing (and I mean
finishing!) with a glass of
gold medal winning port,
the happy crew of mock
school children left,
somewhat unsteadily with
the final recalcitrants
leaving at 2.15! I wonder if
their parents were
worried? Another wine
night is in the planning
stages – keep your emails
up to date for our next
happy event.

News of Tom Edwards Recipient of the WMTC John Pritchard Bursary
Worcester News Thursday 18th July
A TALENTED dancer is set to start his
professional career with a prestigious national
ballet company.
Thomas Edwards, who is in his third and final year
at the Central School of Ballet in London, has been
awarded a contract with Scottish Ballet and will
start in August on a rare permanent contract.
The 19-year-old former pupil of Worcester’s
Harlequin Stage School will graduate this month
with a BA (hons) in professional dance and
performance and he is currently dancing with the
English National Opera as part of the company’s
revival of Benjamin Britten’s Death in Venice.
Mr Edwards, of Aconbury Close, off Newtown
Road, Worcester, said: “I am really excited to start
my professional career with Scottish Ballet. It is a
company which I have always admired.
“All the preparation and sacrifices have been worth it as I now have my dream job in
a top ballet company.
“The experience I have gained with Ballet Central touring around the UK, and with
English National Opera at the London Coliseum and in Amsterdam, have really
prepared me for life in a touring ballet company.”
He is already accustomed to dancing in front of large crowds after performing with
the school at the London 2012 Olympic Games and has completed a five-month
national tour with the school’s touring company Ballet Central.
Sara Matthews, director of the school, said: “Graduate employment of dance
students has been severely affected by the challenging economic climate.
“The world’s top ballet and dance companies are just not recruiting as many new
people as in previous years. This is an excellent opportunity for Tom, one of our
brightest students. The current experience, being chosen to dance with English
National Opera, demonstrates his enormous talents. We will follow his progress with
interest.”
Scottish Ballet is Scotland’s national dance company, having been founded by Peter
Darrell and Elizabeth West as Western Theatre Ballet in Bristol in 1957 before it
moved to Glasgow in 1969 and took its current name. It employs 36 full-time
dancers.

Biographies of new members
Emily Shuttleworth
Hi, my name is Emily, I am 17, and I am a student at
Worcester Technology College. I have always loved
performing with theatre and musical theatre being my main
field of interest. My musical experience includes - High
School Musical/Cheerleader/2007 High School Musical/
Chorus/2009 Blood Brothers/Marilyn Monroe/2010 Beauty
and The Beast/Dancer/2011 A Mid Summer Nights Dream/
Bottom/2011 Hairspray/Dancer&Gym Teacher/ 2012 Miss
Saigon/Chorus/2012. I also completed both musical
theatre performances and drama performance as part of
my GCSE drama course, AS Drama and Theatre Studies
course and AS Performing Arts course.
In my free time I love watching performances and dancing as well as researching
monologues and working on audition material. I aim to be going to Central School of
Speech and Drama in two years time to study Musical Theatre. When I am not doing
shows and audition prep I adore going for coffee and socialising as well as spending
time with my family, especially my little brother (7) and my God Daughter (6).
I really enjoy being a part or WMTC and think that the show is one that will be
amazing to be a part of. Everyone is really welcoming and joining the company was
such an amazing opportunity to perform in a way that isn't seen very often. It's so
rewarding being part of such a brilliant production!

Steve Carley
Hi, I’m Steve, 32 and a sports journalist for the
Worcester News. In short, I get paid to watch football
and then tell the readers what I think of it. I occasionally
get let loose on the basketball, cricket and rugby as well.
I was also named Midland sports journalist of the year
back in May.
Away from work, I have been involved in amateur
dramatics for a decade although this is my first venture
into a show with WMTC. It’s also the first production I
have done that’s not been at the Norbury Theatre in
Droitwich.
Since taking a part in Scrooge largely because they
needed men, I have performed in 10 pantomimes,
various musicals and several plays. I have been fortunate enough to have
undertaken a huge variety of roles but my favourites would have to be King Rat in
Dick Whittington, Buttons in Cinderella, Nathan Detroit in Guys and Dolls, Rooster in
Annie and Motel in Fiddler on the Roof.
For those interested, with what other spare time I have, I like to listen to prog rock,
sing with a choir, play snooker and badminton and dabble in stand-up comedy and
photography.

Jan Brant
Having been weaned on Gilbert and Sullivan music has
always been firmly in my veins and VIth form saw me
tripping lightly as Pitti Sing. Despite singing constantly in
the privacy of my own home with my son Will, who has
already done two WMTC shows, it is a long time since I
stepped onto the boards. Scary but I'm loving it!
I was a member of Cheltenham Playhouse Amateur
Theatre Company which produced a range of dramatic
and musical shows each year, so I worked both on and
back stage. I find many similarities between the two
companies both welcoming and a real "family"
feeling. Can any of you remember that famous Music
Hall classic "If it wasn't for the 'ouses in between" perhaps a section in a coming show?
Kristian Wolseley-Charles
I'm married to Lucy and have 2 children, Abigail and
William who are 7 years old (yes, twins!).
Day to day, I work as a Web Developer for a recruitment
agency in the aerospace industry and have been there
for almost 7 years. 18 months ago, I decided to start my
own web development business which I'm now slowly
building up from scratch.
In my "spare" time I'm a singer/songwriter and have been
playing guitar for over 20 years now. I play live around
Worcester with my partner in crime (Frank) and call
ourselves Out Of The Ashes. You can sometimes catch
us at open mic nights at the Cellar Bar, or the Vue
Bar. September 1st at The Old Rectifying House is our
next venue as part of the Worcester Music Festival where
we'll be performing mostly original songs in the last slot of
the weekend. We've been told we're "headlining the
acoustic side of the festival", but I'm pretty sure most people will have left by the
time we go on and they wanted to fill a space. Still, it sounds good!
I am also a member of the Kays Theatre Group but am giving this year a miss due
to family (and WMTC) commitments. I wanted to try something different and was
asked if I wanted to audition for WMTC, so here I am!
Nick Wilson
My name is Nick Wilson and I am a 20-year-old trainee
teacher from Great Malvern. I auditioned for Top of the
World after seeing last year’s incredible show, and - not
including my role in 2004 as ‘The Giant’ in Jack and the
Beanstalk - it is my first musical theatre performance.

From Aileen -

SPONSOR A SONG
To the Cast Can you all make another effort to secure some sponsors for the songs in our
Show. It will be an enormous benefit towards the overall cost of the Show.
If you haven't managed to hand all your information "packs" out, can you try to do so
during the month of August? Give them to friends, family, local shopkeepers,
business colleagues etc. etc.
To any other members You will most probably have received sponsoring information via email,
your commitment to a sponsorship will be most appreciated and I will be delighted to
hear from you. If you know of anyone you think might be willing to sponsor a song
(cost £25 per song), please let me know and I will send all the information on to
them.
To those of you who have already committed to a sponsorship - thank you.
All this will help towards our intended donation to the work of Acorns
Hospice.
Aileen (W.863675) or aileenandjohnhaden@hotmail.com

Caption Competition
What is Dick thinking? Answers to your editors. A prize for the best caption.

News of other members
Stuart Southern

On Sunday 7th July Stuart Southern took part in
Free Radio's Walk for Kids,
From the Three Counties Showground to
Worcester Race Course. A distance of
10.5 miles. It was a very hot sunny day,
He completed the route in 3 hours 40mins and
was in the first 250 people to
cross the line out of nearly 5000.
He is looking forward to next Year's walk and
issues a challenge to everyone
to join him and raise as much as possible for
some great causes.
He would like to thank all the WMTC members
who sponsored him and you will
be pleased to know that he managed to raise of £200 for the worthy
charities.
The total raised on the day by everyone was £124,070. Which will be on its
way to Acorns Children's Hospice, Megan Baker House and New Hope.
Our rehearsal technician Laurie was also there on the day making sure the
event all went to plan. He met Stuart at the start of the walk to offer him
some words of encouragement.
If people would still like to donate they can do so by going to www.justgiving.com/
stuart-southern

WORCESTER MUSICAL THEATRE COMPANY
Important Dates for our 2013 show The Show

“Top of the World!”

Technical – Sunday 3rd November
Dress Rehearsal – Monday 4th November

Performances for the public

Tuesday 5th November – 7.30pm First Peformance
Wednesday 6th November – 7.30pm
Thursday 7th November – 7.30pm
Friday 8th November – 7.30pm
Saturday 9th November – 2.30pm Matinee
Saturday 9th November – 7.30pm Last Performance

Subhuman Wine Night - Coming Soon
Date to be announced - Keep an eye on your emails!!

Coming to a Theatre near You!
Other amateur companies presentations
over the next few months –
Our very own Will has a lead part in Les Miserables, Ann has a lead part in both
WODs ‘Anything Goes’, and Calendar Girls at the Norbury, where she is joined by
Steve (Carley) from 11th September to the 14th September (inc.)
Vocal Score has a number of members who might be very familiar to WMTC
stalwarts.

Friends Of The Swan Theatre
Present

A Variety Show
All Proceeds to go to the Swan
Theatre
Location: Swan Theatre
Date: Thursday 19th - Saturday 21st
September
Time: 7.15pm, 2.30pm
Price: £10

From Your Editors
We hope that you have enjoyed this issue. Any mistakes are
ours (but inadvertent). Our next issue will be much nearer the
show. Please keep us in mind when news happens!

