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FROM THE PRESIDENT – ‘Presidential Ponderings’
Welcome to the Spring/Summer edition of WMTC’S newsletter.
As I write we have held very successful auditions and are about
to start rehearsals for “Never Forget” with our new company – a
special welcome to new members - and so the fun begins!
During the “quiet season” there has been plenty of activity
going on in preparation for this year’s show, whether it be our
producer and directors finding and preparing the music, the
recording singers making the CDs with Mat or our chairman and
the committee members dealing with all the hundred and one
things that have to be done in running our company.
Meanwhile we have had DVD night – thanks to Robin for the
glorious wide screen showing of TOTW and sub-humans for
organising. Then it was Meet the Show Night which was very well attended by existing
members and potential new ones, thanks to all those who spoke and it was particularly
interesting to hear from Alan Kelly about the work of the Royal British Legion, one of
our chosen charities this year.
Some of our members were involved in Kays Theatre Group’s 60th anniversary panto
“Cinderella” in January. Cathy, Richard and Paul in leading roles, Helen and Jade
bringing some glamour to the chorus, Harlequin Seniors and Juniors dancers, the usual
suspects from Rentacrew behind the scenes and of course Ann Mayor as co-director.
Our congratulations to KTG and to its founder and joint president Pat Milton for
entertaining Worcester audiences so well for the last 60 years.
At the recent NODA conference “Top of the World” was nominated for the best musical
of 2013 for the West Midlands Region. This was very rewarding for all involved and our
congratulations go to WODS, the eventual winners of the category for “Anything Goes”.
So it is on with rehearsals we go, looking forward to seeing you all at Perdiswell.
Dick

CHAIRMAN’S CHUNTERINGS
Well the nasty bit (auditions) is over, and by the
time you are reading this the hard bit (note
bashing) should be too, so on to the fun bit
(learning moves) for the next three months.
Meanwhile behind the scenes we are starting
to prepare the show programme, make and
buy costumes, design the staging, lighting and
sound, and all of the other things that will make
the show a fabulous success.
But in addition to singing, moving and looking good we also need all of
the cast to help make it a financial success so that we can give some
money to the Royal British Legion and Help for Heroes, and then do it all
again next year with a Christmas show at Nunnery Wood – and some of
us are starting to plan that too.
So please sell lots of tickets to your family, friends and customers, and
for those of you who weren’t there, Giles has very generously offered a
prize of £100 to the person selling the most tickets, or prizes totalling
£200 if it is a sell out.
Also we need you to support the weekly raffle, put up posters, get
leaflets into suitable outlets, sponsor a song in the show f you can, and
tell us if you know of a business that might advertise in the programme.
David

Show Producer’s Chiruppings
Thank you to all of our WMTC company who
have worked very hard to learn the music for
‘Never Forget’. I can’t remember ever enjoying
music rehearsals as much as these, due in no
small part to Mat and his boundless enthusiasm
and the very high quality of the music on the
CD’s. Thank you again to everyone who gave
their time so willingly to make the CD’s possible.
Thank you also to our supporting and
applauding team who turned out in force for our
last big sing !
The Claines children, under the expert guidance
of Laura, are already learning their moves ready
to join us in the autumn. Carol and the team are amassing our enormous
selection of fabulous outfits and Colin has all the producers ideas for staging.
Last year we tried something new and had a rostra afternoon which we are
going to do again as it helped enormously when we got to the theatre. That
will be on Sunday 19th October.
We are on the brink now of getting very hot and overexcited as we begin to
shape our show visually. Please be patient with each other as you learn, and
quiet for the producers who will be watching their creative ideas become
reality. Those of you that can, please come to rehearsals with fully loaded
batteries , so that we can put our first steps on our Facebook page, which will
help everyone to revise as the weeks move forward through the summer.
Enjoy every moment
Love
Val x

Ticket News from Gill
Ticket sales so far are at 35% which is much better than this time last year !!!
We have sold 211 seats for the Sat. Matinee so far, out of a possible 342 fantastic!
Don't forget that until the end of July I have control of the seating plan which I will
have with me at Monday rehearsals to enable you to chose your own seats.
After that I can continue to get tickets for you right up until the show but you may
not get the seats you would like.
If you are members who don't go to rehearsal, please spread the word about our
show. If you would like flyers, let me know and I will get some to you.
Ring me on 01905 354063. ( if I am not there my glamorous assistant will take
your call )
Don't forget to put a flyer in your car window.
Love Gill x

WMTC AGM - January 8th 2014
The WMTC AGM was held at PYPLC. There was
a good attendance and a happy atmosphere
pervaded the proceedings as we learned of the
financial and artistic success of the show last
year. The committee remained virtually
unchanged, apart from John Love taking up the
post of Non-Acting Rep from Steve Hinton, who is
having a sabbatical this year.
Of course, the presentation of the TACKI Cup
(Totally Amazing Cup for Kissable Individuals)
remains the highlight of this event, and this year’s
winner, much to his amazement, was Phil Weston
(OBE), who was awarded this honour for his total
brilliance!

WMTC Committee January 2014
President – Dick Saunders
Chairman – David Rippe
Secretary – Jonathan Bugg
Business Manager – David Rippe
Treasurer – Dick Saunders
Girl’s Rep – Lucy Dudley
Boy’s Rep – Russ Dudley
Non-Acting Rep – John Love
Membership Secretary – Sally Dudley
Ticket Manager – Gill Saunders
Publicity Team Leader – Phil Weston
Social Chairperson – Ellie Clarke
Show Producer 2014 – Val Knight
Show Administrator 2014 – Anne Lloyd-Jones

Show CD recording nights These sessions took place over the course of two and a half months
from January to March at The Acers, and became, dare I say it, as
much of a social function and get together as a rehearsal and recording
session. Mat put us through our learning paces as usual, Rick sent the
accompaniments for most of our recordings in MP3 form by email, the
team (consisting of 14 of the usual suspects) were then recorded by
Mat.
The evenings were split into two
– hard singing and recording,
and even harder cheese eating
and wine quaffing. Worcester
was scoured for Mozzarella
sticks which were eaten by the
score, along with cheese, cheese
biscuits, and red and white
wines.
The final outcome is a testament to Mat’s leadership, musicality and
ingenuity, and a team of singers who worked really hard to produce
CD’s of a truly high quality. I understand that places on the recording
team are already being booked for next year. Mat is hoping that there
will be no more One Direction songs, having
received a gift of assorted One Direction
paraphernalia on most of our weeks (anyone
would think that Mat didn’t like and admire that
wonderful Boy Band…….!)
We were joined on a
number of occasions by
our youngest member,
Martha, who was an
excellently behaved
member of the team
(unlike some others I
could name!)

DVD Night The DVD of last year’s
show was shown, as usual,
at PYPLC on Saturday 1st
February. Well attended as
ever, everyone marvelled at
just how slick the show was
and how well we had done,
and how good the recording
was (thanks Robin!). The tea and coffee fund, ably administered
throughout the year by Sally, allowed us to have free drinks and nibbles
during the evening, and a great time was had by all, particularly ‘the
youngs’ (including
Giles!) who later
went out ‘on the
town’ to celebrate
our obvious
success (any
excuse!).

Meet the Show Night – ‘Never Forget’
This took place on 18th March, when over
60 people crowded into PYPLC to listen to
what was planned for this year’s show.
This is an established and exciting WMTC
tradition and as usual, we heard from the
section directors outlining their creations,
a couple of last year’s new members
(Kristian and Emily) about their
experiences before and during show
week; Dick, Dave and Val on the general
running of the group and the show
overall, and from Alan Kelly from the
Royal British Legion.
Gill talked about ticket sales (up on last
year).

Laura spoke about the beneficial
effect taking part in our shows has
on the children, and how much
they enjoyed it; Colin spoke about
backstage work, and the benefits
(which seem to be mainly next
door to the Swan !) and Annie
outlined the administration that is
an essential part of the running of
the show.
In between, we sang some songs from the show, and all in all a good
time was had by all.
Those who felt up to it (which was most of the people there) were then
put through a brief
musical number with
moves by Bex. This
didn’t seem to put
anyone off, as we saw
when Audition night
came along.
WMTC Subhuman April Fool Wine Night
At least twice a year, (and
more if possible) the
Subhumans arrange
themed Wine Nights, which
takes place at The Acers,
organised by Ken and Ed.
The first of these in 2014
was as usual, a roaring
success (in more ways than
one – more later!)
4 whites including a fizz, a rose, and 4 reds are chosen by our team of
wine experts, (guess who) and served up for the delectation of the
attendees, who dress up in garb that is apposite to the theme. To fit
everyone in, (28), benches had to be organised and it got incredibly hot,
until someone had the bright idea of opening the windows.

As the evening
progressed, and the
consumption of wine
increased, there was a
steady move towards the
Dining Room, where Mat
had started to play songs
from the previous show.
This inexorably
developed into a full
blown complete rendition of ‘Top of The World’ with everyone performing
at ‘full bore’, including Mat, who managed to break the hammer to the
C# clean off!
The final icing on the cake was a gold medal winning port, which
anyone left standing was able to try. A good and bibulous time was had
by all (that’s what I remember anyway!)

Auditions

The Date – 8th April 2014
The time – 7.30
The place – Perdiswell Young Peoples Leisure Club
The occasion – WMTC 2014 Auditions
The feelings – excitement, nausea and everything in between!
Everyone in the cast from last year, apart from Mims (in London
working), and Nick (who was in Madagascar!) turned up once again,

and some familiar faces reappeared after a year off. We
also had 7 new auditionees,
which was all very reassuring!
The songs were sung
individually, and the dance
moves were once again taught
by Bex – and small groups came
in to perform these, much to
everyone’s relief once they had
got through it. The result – a
large company of 26 ladies, and 18 men.

Cast List for WMTC’s 2014 Show - Never Forget
Dave Alban
Andy Avis
Steve Carley
Josh Cosnett
Russ Dudley
Sam Dudley
Allan Dudley
Brian Ellison
Owen Hodges
Ken Knight
Giles McManus
Sean Powell
David Rippe
Stuart Southern
Will Thompson-Brant
Nick Wilson
Dean Wise
Kristian Wolseley-Charles

Debbie Alban
Lucy Banks
Chloe Bellamy
Jan Brant
Bex Brown
Jacque Cook
Lucy Dudley
Charlotte Elston
Sarah Hedges
Rebecca Holmes
Trudy Johnson
Carlene Jones
Dawn Kenny
Amy Knatt
Miriam Knight
Annie Lloyd-Jones
Jade Merry
Julie Merry

Lydia Padbury
Rebecca Palser
Mary Phillips
Carol Sansom
Emily Shuttleworth
Laura Skelton
Cath Skyrme
Jenny Southern

Comedy Team Ann Mayor
Paul Bellamy
Richard Hulbert

First rehearsal

On 29th April an excited cast assembled at PYPLC. With Rick behind
the organ, our supporters in their
chairs, and Ed behind the bar, ably
assisted by Colin, the cast had a sing
through of the first act of ‘Never
Forget’, and then in yet another
WMTC tradition, toasted the show
along with supporters and backstage.
The show was on the road!

Final Music Rehearsal –

And so we reach another milestone in this year’s show – the music
rehearsals are now finished, and we move to the floor.
The company
performed a
complete sing
through of the
show to our
avid fans. It
was a delight
to see Edie,
Joyce,
Doreen and Joan, along with our regular supporters, Di and John (with
nearly 500 years between them!!!!) enjoying the varied music in this
year’s show. It was particularly touching to receive a standing ovation
for the Remembrance section.
We undoubtedly have a winner on our hands, as the ticket sales are
very promising.

Presentation of WMTC Wedding Gift to Charlotte Elston
It is a longstanding tradition of WMTC to
acknowledge the important events in people’s
lives. On the 27th of June Charlotte is getting
married to Peter in Malvern and as there was
some uncertainty as to whether she would be
able to make next week’s rehearsal, Dick was
delighted to present Charlotte with a bottle of
champagne to mark the impending nuptials.

The Start of ‘On the Floor’ Rehearsals

Last Monday saw the cast starting to come to grips with the moves of
Becky’s ‘Just Haven’t Met You Yet’ section. The men were imposing,
the women were sexy. We all know who did the best moves!

JOHN BROWN – 1929-2014
In March we sadly lost
another MMTG/WMTC
stalwart in our good
friend John. A founder
member, he was
always there behind
the scenes as stage
manager, scenery and
props maker,
backstage helper,
wardrobe lady’s
assistant, golf
competition organiser
and participant – the
list goes on.
He and I spent many happy hours at Unit 16 and before that at our store
at Malvern as he demonstrated his carpentry and painting skills and
regaled me with stories of building sites and characters he had met
during his long career in the building trade and of his time as an
accomplished gymnast representing his country at home and abroad.
John’s golf swing was one to be admired (but not copied) and his tales
of his time as member and captain of Tolladine Golf Club were always
fascinating.
The celebration of his life took place at the
Droitwich Methodist Church which was packed
with family and friends and our choir sang
beautifully. Afterwards at the golf club we were
able to renew acquaintances and mingle with
friends, John would have loved it.
Our thoughts are with Joyce and the family at this
sad time and as a final thought I recall how John
would return a greeting of “How are you?”
(especially from the ladies), he would say “All the
better for seeing you.” I think that we are all “All
the better” for knowing John Brown.
Dick Saunders

A Message from Joyce Brown
Dear Mr President,
I would very much appreciate you thanking the Company for all their
kindness to family and myself at this sad time.
The singing by some of the members at the Celebration of Life Service
at Droitwich Methodist was absolutely beautiful and they sang their
hearts out – I felt so proud that they wanted to do it for John. Please
convey our heartfelt thanks.
Donations for CLIC-Sargent £1050.90 – wonderful.
Thank you very much also for the beautiful flowers sent from the
Company, all the cards, e-mails. ‘phone messages etc.
I enclose herewith a cheque for £100, a big thank you for all the happy
times and memories that John and I shared with you all – we had such
laughter and fun.
God bless,
Joyce. xx

A Message from Joan Woollaston
Hi friends,
It is about 12 months ago that we had the diagnosis of Alan's illness, I
want to thank you all for your support and kindness to both of us, during
the very busy time you had up to the show. And then the wonderful help
I had from you with the funeral service, he would have been so proud
and he would have loved it, as I did.
Thank you so much for the continued kindness and support you have
all given me. We collected £700 for the MacMillan cancer support.
I love you all so much.
Love Joan.

Claines C of E School Guinness World Record Attempt

On 16th May, our close associates, the Claines C of E Primary School
took part in a world record attempt. They hoped to get the whole school
to take part in Jamie Oliver’s ‘School Cook In ‘ and be amongst over ½
million students to be creating food throughout the world, at the same
time!
The whole school took part, and quite a few
WMTC members were also involved. Firstly,
Laura and Fran had organised the whole massive
effort. Among the parents helping was Cath, and
acting as official observers and witnesses were
Becky, Julie (having brought along another 3
police personnel to assist) and Ken.
All the children crowded into
the Hall, to find equipment
and raw ingredients all ready
for them on tables. They
were to create their own
‘wraps’ from scratch, peeling, grating mixing and
assembling wraps for themselves or their parents.
Everything went surprisingly smoothly, although the
use of beetroot made it look as if most of the
children were bleeding (which fortunately was not
the case!) The whole enterprise was a major

success – the wraps were created in the time specified, the observers
and witnesses were able to verify the numbers who took part, and the
children left the Hall with a feeling of having participated in something
very worthwhile.
Our sympathies are extended to the long suffering cleaners who faced a
scene of devastation, and major congratulations to the students, and
Laura and Fran for a most successful afternoon’s school that the
children will never forget!

Biographies of new members

Lydia Padbury
My names Lydia. I'm a performing arts student
studying at Worcester College of Technology, I
enjoy both the singing and dance aspects of the
show, and have enjoyed similar performances I've
done before in the past, such as Grease and
Bugsy Malone. I look forward to being a part of
WMTC and working together to put on a great
show!

Carol Sampson
I was born in Jersey, and came to Worcestershire
in the 80's. I'm married to Gareth, and have a
lovely boy, Jack, who is nearly 12. Music has
always played a major part in my life; I remember
writing my first song at nine years old, on my
Dad's piano. I've spent most of my working years
being self employed as a singer/guitarist....playing
in pubs, or doing private functions, and in the last
couple of years I've begun visiting Old folk's
homes and dementia units, I'm really excited to
be taking part in the show, something totally
different for me....and especially to be helping
raise funds for such a worthy cause!
Amy Knatt
My name is Amy Knatt, a performing arts
student at Worcester college of technology, I
joined the group to widen my skill and abilities
in the field. I look forward to performing the
show because I enjoy both the singing and
performance aspects. I have had lead roles in
musicals such as Annie, We Will Rock You and
Fame. As a performer myself I am looking
forward of being a part of the Worcester
Musical Theatre Company!
Owen Hodges
My name is Owen and I am an aspiring young
actor, currently studying performing arts at
Worcester College of Technology. In my spare
time I am part of a youth theatre group, in
which I act and direct short pieces. Though my
main aspiration is in acting I also like to
express myself through my writing, singing and
dancing . As an ambassador of Malvern
councils "Arts chat" I am constantly surrounded
by like minded individual who all have a
passion for the arts.

Lucy Banks
I started dancing at the age of five, taking
Latin, Ballroom and Freestyle awards and also
competing in national competitions for
Freestyle and Rock'n'Roll up until the age of
18. I completed my Performing Arts Btec and
A'Level Dance at Kidderminster College and
my Drama Degree at University College
Worcester. In this time I took part in many
shows including scripted and improvised
shows and Pantomime. I am really looking
forward to being in the show and feel
privileged to be part of such a great production
with a lovely group of people. Can't wait to be
on stage again after such a LONG time, and
am a little bit nervous to say the least!
Rebecca Palser
I am extremely excited to be performing in
WMTC's 2014 show 'Never Forget'. I am
also really looking forward to performing at
The Swan Theatre and being part of a new
group. In the past I have taken part in
multiple shows as an actress but have not
had the chance to improve and learn new
skills through singing, so this is a great
opportunity to gain these skills. Some
performances that I have been involved in
are Grease, Bugsy Malone and The
Adventures of Woundman and Shirley to
name a few. I have taken part in many
dance competitions and won medals and have danced with a Russian
dance company. I am really looking forward to developing my
performing skills, spending more time with WMTC and meeting new
people. I would just like to say thank you to everyone involved in the
process of making the show brilliant and for giving me this opportunity.

From Aileen SPONSOR A SONG
As per last year, we are intending to run a Sponsor A Song Campaign. This allows
anyone to sponsor any song within the show for £25, and this will be acknowledged
in the programme. Last year a few people sponsored whole sections and this offer
is also extended to this year’s show (terms to be negotiated!).
To the Cast Can you all make an effort to secure some sponsors for the songs in our Show. It
will be an enormous benefit towards the overall cost of the Show.
You will soon be receiving information "packs" for friends, family, local shopkeepers,
business colleagues etc. etc.
To any other members You will be receiving sponsoring information via email, your commitment to a
sponsorship will be most appreciated and I will be delighted to hear from you. If
you know of anyone you think might be willing to sponsor a song (cost £25 per
song), please let me know and I will send all the information on to them.
To those of you who have already committed to a sponsorship - Thank you.
All this will help towards our intended donation to the work of The Royal
British Legion and Help For Heroes.
All enquiries to Aileen (W.863675) or aileenandjohnhaden@hotmail.com

Advert From David Rippe
Ancient (but complete) set of golf clubs
including bag and stand free to good home.
WORCESTER MUSICAL THEATRE COMPANY
Important Dates for our 2014 show -

“Never Forget”
The Show
Technical – Sunday 2nd November
Dress Rehearsal – Monday3rd November

Performances for the public

Tuesday 4th November – 7.30pm First Performance
Wednesday 5th November – 7.30pm
Thursday 6th November – 7.30pm
Friday 7th November – 7.30pm
Saturday 8th November – 2.30pm Matinee
Saturday 8th November – 7.30pm Last Performance

Coming to a Theatre Near You!
Other amateur companies presentations
over the next few months –

19th - 23rd August 2014
Starring our very own Will!

From Your Editors - Ken & Ed
We hope that you have enjoyed this issue. Any mistakes are
ours (but inadvertent). Our next issue will be much nearer the
show. Please keep us in mind when news happens!

