
FROM THE PRESIDENT – ‘Presidential Ponderings’ 
 

Welcome to the summer edition of Billboard. Welcome also 
to new members of WMTC and if the rehearsals I have 
seen so far are anything to go by you seem to be enjoying 
the experience. 
 
Meet the Show night and auditions have come and gone 
since the last newsletter and it was good to have 
representatives of Guide Dogs, our chosen charity this 
year, with us at Meet the Show. They were very 
enthusiastic about being involved with Walking On 
Sunshine and the dogs were very well behaved. 
 

Gill and I represented WMTC at the Mayor’s Civic Service 
at the Cathedral in June where civic and church dignitaries 

and representatives of many organisations from across the City and County 
gathered to welcome the new mayor. This year the service combined the 

welcome with a celebration of the Queen’s 90
th
 birthday. We will as usual be 

inviting the mayor to our Friday show along with other honoured guests. 
 
Following their successes in Romania last year, congratulations are due once 
again to Paula, her team and the Harlequin dancers on their success with 
England in the Dance World Cup held recently in Jersey. Harlequin came home 

with medals galore and England won again for the fourth year in succession – 
any chance of getting a football team together Miss Paula? 
 
So, on we go. Rehearsals are well under way and looking good. Please continue 
to support the weekly raffle, treat it as a small price to pay for the privilege of 
rehearsing in such a great place as PYPLC and we are so lucky to have John 
and Di with us week after week running the draw. 
 
Many thanks to Ken and Ed for producing this edition of Billboard and to all the 
contributors. Have a good summer everyone (if it ever arrives) see you at 
Perdiswell. 
 
Dick 
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CHAIRMAN’S CHUNTERINGS 
  

It is good to see that the hard work that went 

into Meet the Show night has resulted in a very 

talented (and large) cast for “Walking on 

Sunshine”, and that everyone is motivated, 

working hard and enjoying our arduous 

rehearsals; the sections that have been set so 

far are looking great, and I look forward to 

reading about new cast members in this 

newsletter. 

Behind the scenes our backstage team are 

working very hard; Dick has paid out thousands of pounds for costumes, 

and by the time you read this, 30 surfboards will also have come out of 

Colin’s workshop. 

So now we need to continue selling tickets. We struggle to get our 

articles in the newspaper (and we are not sure if many people read them 

anyway), so it is ever more important that the company sell lots of tickets 

to family, friends and customers (especially for opening night when there 

is £2 off), put up posters, get leaflets into suitable outlets (Ellie will be 

chasing you on this), and spread the word on Facebook. Phil and Ellie 

will always welcome help with publicity. 

Aileen will be asking you if you can help pay for the show by sponsoring 

a song yourself or with friends, and if you know of a business that might 

advertise in the programme or sponsor us; interval drinks with the 

President are one of the perks of doing so. 

As you know, our charity for this year is Guide Dogs, and we will soon be 

finalising the choice of charity for next year’s show “Razzle Dazzle” at 

The Swan during the week beginning 29 October 2017. 

 

David 



Show Producer’s Chiruppings 
 

Just a few brief words to add to Dick and 
David’s. Rehearsals are going well and our 
plans are starting to come together . As I write, 
we have completed our opening section and are 
underway with Children’s musicals, Strictly and 
the finale. Over the next few weeks we will be 
tackling Airport and Motown before we move on 
to First Ladies, The Prayer and The Beach. By 
the end of September we will have everything 
choreographed leaving October to polish and 
run. 

Our Facebook group is a wonderful resource for 
revision so please keep using it, particularly 
when you miss a rehearsal. Thank you to all our filmers and uploaders! 

The next time we see Mat will be Monday 26th September when we will 
be aiming to run all the sections so that Mat can check any changes in 
tempi etc. before he finalises the band parts. Until then we are relying 
on our trusty computer team which at the moment is Pete, when he’s 
not on stage and David. Thank you both. It would be great if we had a 
full time computer helper so if you have a family member or friend who 
would like to get involved, please let me know. Full training will be given 
but the pay’s rubbish! 

Before long Harlequin and the Claines and Wilden children will be 
joining us and then the fun will really begin! Laura has been working 
very ,very hard with the children after school on Tuesdays. I can’t wait 
for everyone to see them in action because they are so very good. 
Thank you for everything you have done so far Laura. There was much 
excitement at the last rehearsal before the summer hols, when the 
surfboards were given out so that they can be decorated over the 
summer. Thank you Colin for cutting out, shaping and rubbing down 31 
surfboards! 

As you know Carole has been busy trying costumes on everyone over 
the last weeks and there are more to come. With our bigger than ever 
company this year, Carole has been working even harder to mastermind 
the glitter and sparkle department . Thank you Carole and the team.... 
Annie, Sally and Zoe. 

So, keep up the good work everyone. We’ve got so much to look 

forward to in the months ahead. Lucky us. Enjoy rehearsals and keep 

listening to your CD’S. If you wear them out , we have more ! 

Val x 

 



Ticket News from Gill 
We have now sold 56% of our tickets for ‘Walking on 

Sunshine’   
This is the best we have done at this time of year since 
coming back to the Swan.   

Well done all who have sold tickets – keep up the good 
work. 
The box office starts selling to the public on August 1

st
. 

They will then take control of the seating plans so although 
I can still get tickets right up until show week, the choice of 
seats will be out of my hands. 

If you haven’t already booked with me, please do so before July 30
th
 to enable you 

to get the best seats still available. 
I will not be at rehearsal on 25

th
 August but you can call me anytime with your order. 

Tel. 354063 or 07764765150, Text, Message or Facebook  (you could even send 
me a letter if you like !!!!) 
Looking forward to hearing from you, 
Love Gill x  
 

 In Sickness and in Health Fund 
This is something those of you who are new to us this year may not know about. It is 
our way of letting members know we are thinking of them in times of celebration or 
not so good times, by way of flowers, cards etc. from the Company 
Occasionally I will have to do a raffle to boost these funds. 
Thank you for your support. 
Love Gill x 
 

WMTC AGM and DVD Night- January 9th 2016 
 
Our AGM took place on 9th January and it was particularly well attended as we 
integrated it with the showing of the DVD of last year’s production. The AGM 
business proceeded smoothly, as always. Of course there were highlights, not the 
least being the eagerly awaited awarding of the TACKI  cup (the Totally Amazing 
Cup for Kissable Individuals). This year, the recipient was Gill for services to ticket 
selling. Of course, she will have to obey the strict rules of the TACKI Cup, and 
proudly display it in a prominent place in her living room - we look forward to seeing 
it there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The audience were stunned, when not just one, not just two, but three WMTC Life 
Memberships were awarded to Carole Bradley, Colin Phillips and David Rippe, who 
were all  delighted to receive the honour. 

 
 
 

WMTC Committee January 2016 
 President - - - - - - - - - - -  Dick Saunders 
 Chairman - - - - - - - - - - -  David Rippe 
 Secretary - - - - - - - - - - -  Jonathan Bugg 
 Business Manager- - - - -  David Rippe 
 Treasurer - - - - - - - - - - -  Dick Saunders 
 Girl’s Rep - - - - - - - - - - -  Jenni Southern 
 Boy’s Rep - - - - - - - - - - -  Dave Alban 
 Non-Acting Rep - - - - - -   Mary Phillips 
 Membership Secretary  - -  Sally Dudley 
 Ticket Manager - - - - - - -   Gill Saunders 
 Publicity Team Leader - - -  Phil Weston 
 Social Chairperson - - - - -  Ellie Clarke 
 Show Producer 2016 - - - -  Val Knight 
 Show Administrator 2016 -   Anne Lloyd-Jones 
 
DVD Showing of ‘All You Need is Love’ 
 
As usual, Robin Barton, our master DVD maker, turned up to show the 
cast just how good they looked in ‘AYNIL’. With upwards of 60 
attending, it was a great evening, and everyone appreciated just how 
good the results of all our hard work were. As usual, we had wine and 
nibbles purchased by the proceeds of John and Di’s weekly raffle, and 
by the end of the evening everyone was replete and happy…….except 
the ‘youngs’ who 
then went on to hit 
the town, as usual! 
Thanks as always 
to Robin for the 
excellent DVDs, Ed 
for manning the 
bar, and the 
Subhumans for 
laying on the event 
in the first place. 



Show CD recording nights - 
 
There used to be a small but 
dedicated group of singers who 
got together to make the CDs 
for the cast.  However, as you 
can see from the pictures, this 
is no longer the small group that 
it used to be, but an ever 
increasing one, that gets 
together on average once a 
week from January until March, 

learning the music, and then making the recordings for the CDs that all 
the cast have had to learn from. 
A thankless task I hear you say? Well, 
they get to hear, and learn the music 
first - and then there is the cheese 
and wine! (Could this be the real 
reason why they attend?) 
A very convivial set of evenings, with 
a frisson of fear as the recordings, 
and parts are laid down. 
Thanks to everyone involved in this 

task (and that’s from the British Cheese Foundation!) 

 

 
Meet the Show Night –‘Walking on Sunshine’ 
 
Meet the 
Show Night 
was, once 
again a 
night to see 
old friends 
after the 
long break 
and a night 
to make new 
friends. The 
occasion 
was of course totally dominated by the lovely dogs! And who can forget 
the powerful words of Ruth as she told us all about the ongoing work of 
The Guide Dogs and the need for a continual flow of funds . The 
producers had fun describing their sections, we heard from Mary and 
Colin about backstage matters and Laura fascinated us all with her 



words about the 
unseen benefits to 
the Claines and 
Wilden children of 
being in a show. 
There was an 
outpouring of 
information from 
committee members 
and anyone that 
wanted to took part in 

an energetic choreography 
session. Everyone had a fun sing 
through of some of the songs from 
the show , including of course our 
theme song this year ’Walking on 
Sunshine’ .A great night was had 
by all and we were delighted to be 
able to subsequently appoint our 
biggest company to date following 
auditions.  

Thanks are due to Robin Barton for the lovely photo’s. 
 
The following was received by WMTC Membership Secretary, Sally 
Dudley, following Meet the Show Night. Our welcoming attitude and 
inclusivity is obviously appreciated. 

“I was fortunate enough to find your website 3 months ago whilst 
searching for a way for me to continue with singing during my time in 
Worcester (I am a uni student here, not local). I went along to the 
welcome meeting last night. I just want to say that 
though I was extremely nervous at first, arriving by myself, I was 
immediately put at ease by the friendly and comfortable environment. It 
was clear to me as the evening progressed just how talented and hard-
working everyone involved is. I enjoyed the experience 
immensely. Unfortunately, although I wish I could continue with my 
participation in WMTC, I feel as though my commitments over the 
summer which involve me being out of the UK for 6+ weeks mean I 
would be missing a lot of valuable rehearsal time. But, fingers 
crossed, I aim to come back next year to start your new show and 
become one of your fully committed members.  
I just wanted to say how proud you should all be of your theatre 
company. From an outsider's perspective, I was blown away by the 
talent, dedication and humour involved in every aspect of the process. I 
greatly look forward to returning next year and will 
be keeping my eyes peeled for the next welcome meeting. 
Thank you for the opportunity to be part of something really special!” 
Laurie  

  



Auditions 
 
The 4th of April 
2016 was a date 
that sent shivers 
down the spine of 
many budding 
singers and 
dancers, and not a 
few ‘old hands’ as 
well - the auditions 
for the WMTC 2016 
show ‘Walking on 
Sunshine’ were 
upon us! 
The vast majority of 
last years cast were there along with a large group of ‘new’ prospective 
members who all nervously gathered to listen to Val attempting to calm 
their nerves. Annie, our show administrator explained the format (solo 
singing, and small group dancing) and then we were off.  

The evening 
progressed at 
lightning speed, 
with no problems, 
and a sigh of relief 
was passed by all, 
particularly as the 
results were 
emailed out so 
quickly. 
(Thanks Annie) 
As you will see 
later in this 
newsletter, there 

were a very large number of new members, resulting in the largest 
company that we have ever had. 

 

The dancing groups rehearsing both in the entrance 
hall and outside. 

The Audition Panel - in all its glory! 



WMTC 2016 Walking on Sunshine - Cast List 
 
Debbie Alban 
Lucy Banks 
Jan Brant 
Bex Brown 
Ellie Bugg 
Lotte Collins 
Lucy Dudley 
Julie Ford 
Bernie Harker 
Sara Hedges 
Jade Hinton 
Carlene Jones 
Miriam Knight 
Dawn Kenny 
Jade Merry 
Julie Merry 
Lydia Padbury 
Becca Palser 
Louise Palser 
Simone Pascolutti 
Rozanne Pope 
Laura Skelton 
Jenni Southern 
Trudy Johnson – singer 
Mary Phillips – singer 
Helen Dilworth – singer 
Jacque Cook – singer 
Annie Lloyd-Jones – singer 
 

First Rehearsal for Walking on Sunshine 

Our first rehearsal took place on the 4th of May and took the format of 
music learning, led by Mat and a little bit of floor work.  Already the 
music sounded very good and the moves progressed quite smoothly. 

As has 
become 
a much 
loved 
WMTC 
tradition, 
we 
finished 
the 
evening 

with drinks and nibbles to celebrate the start of this year’s show. 

Daniel Adams 
Dave Alban 
Steve Carley 
Allan Dudley 
Russ Dudley 
Sam Dudley 
Brian Ellison 
Alistair Fields 
Peter Ford 
Darren Harber 
Jake Heaton 
Ken Knight 
Kieran Mandell 
Brendan Meaklim 
Sean Powell 
Stuart Southern 
David Rippe – singer 
Royston Gething – singer 
Richard Ford – singer 



Rehearsals for Walking on Sunshine 
 
We have already 
managed to complete one 
section with three others 
well on the way.  This is 
slightly in advance of 
where we normally are, 
but everyone is working 
incredibly hard and 
already Miriam’s opening 
section is being finely 
tuned.  The hot nights are 
not helping the dancers 
keep their cool in the 
Strictly Movies section! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WMTC Patriotic Wine Night  
 

On the evening of Saturday, 2nd. 
July, a large and somewhat motley 
group of dedicated patriots and 
wine connoisseurs gathered at The 
Acers in Northwick Road to 
demonstrate their love of Queen 
and country by tasting (drinking) 
wines from around the world.  There 
was a marked absence of any 
British wine, but that did in no way 
dampen their enthusiasm. 
As requested on the invitation, many attendees dressed in patriotic 
colours and this added greatly to the enjoyment of the evening.  To 
amuse during non-tasting moments there were the now traditional and 
infernally difficult quizzes, set by Ken: one musical and the other 
general knowledge. Cheese and bread were available, in abundance, to 
clear and occasionally to blur one’s palate. 
 



 
 
Those who made it through to the 
final tasting of a glass of port were 
rewarded with somewhat slurred 
and raucous renditions of the 
current show songs. 
In common with all previous wine 
nights, both remembered and 
forgotten, a good time was had by 
all! 
 
 
 
 

 

News of Members  
 

Ollie’s Baby! 
 
We were delighted to hear of the birth of 
Sarah and Ollie’s new baby girl, named 
Emee.  Ollie seems pretty relaxed with the 
new arrival. 
 
Brian’s 60th 

Unbelievably, Brian, our resident rock star, achieved the ripe old age of 
60 in June.  He and Dawn hosted a wonderful party at their palatial 
home in Droitwich.  Much food and drink was consumed and a merry 
time was had by all. 
 
Kieran and Zoe get engaged! 
 
The ever romantic Kieran finally popped the 
question to Zoe and they became engaged in Italy.  
Here we seen them in the shadow of this most 
famous of Italian landmarks. 
Many congratulations! 
 
 



Edward Dudley’s Dedication 
 

Lucy and Russ’s firstborn, 
Edward, received his dedication 
on Sunday, 26th of June.  There 
was a large gathering of friends 
and family at the Eden Church 
in Malvern.  WMTC were well 
represented and their support 
was much appreciated. Tea, 
coffee and cakes were served 
after the ceremony. 
We think that Edward may 
already be listening to the show 
CDs!  Another Dudley in the 
cast?! 

 

 

Dennis Roxburgh 
 
 
Dennis joined MMTG 
(and later WMTC) with 
Royston in 2001. He was 
a very keen supporter 
who attended rehearsals 
and shows, when he 
could, until 2014 when 
illness made travel 
difficult. 
 

Dennis’ main contribution 
to the Company, other 

than Royston’s appearances in the shows, was to spend two and a half 
years collating all the music, arrangements, move charts, videos, DVDs, 
Newsletters and other memorabilia from three decades of the company. 
It is an amazing source of information, and is used for repeat 
performance of songs and even sections. Dennis was an extremely well 
organised individual, and the files that he and Royston created are 
almost a work of art in themselves. 
 

Dennis’ funeral was at St. Stephen’s church in Worcester, and was very 

well attended by family, friends and the Company. WMTC sang “The 

Gift of Music” beautifully . It had been a favourite of Dennis’ and was 
very well received by the congregation on the day. 
 



Joan Woollaston. 
 
In March our dear friend Joan passed away after 
a year of poor health. Joan, with husband Alan, 
who we lost only just over two years ago, was a 
founder member of MMTG and after some years 
on stage became a stalwart of our costume and 
props teams. As well as being an excellent 
seamstress she was very creative and some of 

the animals she made 
had to be seen to be 
believed.  
WMTC were well 

represented at Joan’s 
funeral at a packed 
Redditch 
crematorium, the choir sang as we did at 

Alan’s funeral, Jacque sang an emotional 
solo and Barry North paid an affectionate 
tribute. 

Joan was made a life member of WMTC at 
the AGM in January last year and was 
surprised and delighted with the honour. It 
was nice to see the picture of the 
presentation to her at the gathering after 
the funeral service. 
I am sure that we will all remember Joan 
fondly and we will miss her friendship and 
that lovely smile. 
 
Dick. 

 
Biographies of new members 
 

Brendan Meaklim 

I have been involved in the theatrical world for 

many years, performing in at least one 

production every year of schooling from age 12 

onwards, including shows such as Grease and 

Return to the Forbidden Planet. I have also 

performed in the Kearsney College Choir for 

five years, and during this time toured with the 

choir to China, Japan and Taiwan, as well as 



being section leader for the Tenor voice group. I am a pianist, and have 

also had experience in performing with other less traditional 

instruments, including steel drums and Akadinda (a specialised African 

xylophone.) I am a member of Worcester Operatic & Dramatic Society, 

having been a member of the ensemble in Sunset Boulevard, and a 

supporting character in their recent production of Children Of Eden; I will 

be performing in the ensemble again in this October’s production of 

South Pacific.I am very excited to be performing with the Worcester 

Musical Theatre Company for the first time this year, and have found the 

company extremely welcoming and friendly! 

 
Bernie Harker 
 
'This is my first WMTC show and I have 
really enjoyed being able to putting my 
singing and dancing background back into 
good use! From a young age I loved being 
able to express myself through any form of 
musical or theatrical activity. I began dance 
classes at 5, flute lessons at 8 and starred in 
my first school musical, as Nancy in Oliver, at 
10. There has been no stopping me since 
then!  
 
During my teens I became a member of the 
youth group Theatre Train, where I was given 
singing, dancing and acting training. Through the group I was then given 
the amazing opportunities of performing not only at our lovely Swan 
Theatre here in Worcester, but also at Sadlers Wells Theatre in London. 
Having to sing a duet in front of over 1500 people was absolutely 
incredible! There is nothing quite like the thrill of performing for others 
on stage! 
 
I kept my interest in musical theatre going through my years at 
university at Anglia Ruskin in Cambridgeshire. I was a member of 
ARUTAS (Anglia Ruskin University Acting Society) group for 2 years. 
Some of my best memories come from being a part of the university's 
first musical production of The Wedding Singer in which I was a member 
of the chorus.  
Alongside this I also helped out at a local youth theatre group called 
Stagecoach. Here I helped assist and perform alongside teenagers in 
their production of Grease as Frenchie.  
 
Now I have returned back home to the West Midlands where I am 
currently working as a Shop Assistant and Volunteering at a school for 



children with special needs. I am thankful for having found WMTC 
where I have met a wonderful group of people and have the chance to 
express my love for musical theatre once again!  
 
Darren Harber 
 
I come from a family of musicians. My 
grandfather Lawrence Harber was one of the 
original members and secretary of the Musician 
Union Worcester (“Keep music live”). My father 
is also a full-time multi- instrumentalist so I kind 
of fell naturally into this music lifestyle.  
I have always enjoyed singing and used to sing 
solos in school performances throughout my 
school life. As an adult I have been part of 
numerous choirs, performing in some wonderful 
theatres (The Swan Theatre, The Artix, Number 
8, Birmingham Conservatoire) to name a few. I 
also have been a member of a couple of five 
piece vocal harmony groups, again performing 
at some great theatres and festivals (Crescent 
Theatre, Blue Orange Theatre, Lakefest).  
Another passion of mine is dancing! I predominantly enjoy dancing Latin 
such as Cuban, New York and LA salsa styles. I have been lucky 
enough to incorporate this into several on stage shows! My dance 
partner and I were also asked to teach the WODYS some Latin styling 
ahead of their Copacabana show a few years ago. Occasionally I have 
been known to do some solo singing work in bars and hotels, mainly 
cover songs. 
Anyways, music is my life and I could not imagine life without it!  
 

Lotte Collins 

My name is Lotte Collins,  
My dance training began at Harlequin stage 
school at the tender age of 3, at 18 I was lucky 
enough to be awarded a full scholarship at Bird 
college where I continued my training and 
graduated in summer 2015. Harlequin gave me 
so many amazing opportunities and memories 
too. I am now very proud to now be able to teach 
the junior school fulfil their dreams and fill their 
memory box with amazing new opportunities and 
memories. I am so excited to be involved in this 
years show Walking On Sunshine! Good luck 
everyone. Lotte xxx 



Peter Ford 

I attended Bishop Perowne High School, where 
I studied Drama and took part in many school 
productions, such as Blood Brothers and 
Romeo and Juliet.  I found it hard to perform in 
front of people, but since taking part in these 
productions it really gave me a confidence 
boost.  When I left school in June 2010 I 
attended Pershore College for two years 
studying Vehicle Mechanics. I passed all my 
exams, but after a lengthy time of trying to get 
employment as an apprentice, I came to the 
conclusion that I needed to seek alternative 
employment until I could find what I really 
wanted. Therefore, I took a part time job at 
Home Bargains where I worked for 2 months.  
During my time there, I was contacted by HiQ Tyres Worcester, asking 
me if I was still interested in a job, and I have been working there full 
time for three months.  

I became involved with WMTC last year by ‘being in charge’ of the 
computer/music for rehearsals. I got to know everyone and learnt about 
the proceedings of the Company and realized very quickly that I wanted 
to become an on stage member.  Therefore, I plucked up the courage to 
audition this year and was so thrilled to get through. I am thoroughly 
enjoying the rehearsals, in the company of good friends, and I am really 
looking forward to a successful show.  

 

Sara Hedges 

For those of you who don’t already know me, I 
am a WMTC returnee and thoroughly pleased 
to be coming back into the family fold at last! 
Having grown up in the theatre world with a 
lighting technician Dad and an actress/
producer Mum, it was inevitable that I would 
one day be involved somehow. I first stepped 
onto the stage when I was 8 as a Snow child 

in ‘Carousel’ and proceeded to be a singer/
dancer in numerous musicals and pantomimes 
at the Norbury Theatre in Droitwich. It was 

whilst playing the role of Liesl in ‘The Sound 
Of Music’ that I was invited to audition for 
MMTG and I joined the company at the tender 



age of 16, taking part in each annual show until I left to undertake a 
degree in Music at Cardiff University in 1999.  
Returning to the area years later, I rejoined the company and took part 
onstage while my then boyfriend (now husband!) Geoff helped in the 
wings. Our wedding in 2011 was a musical family affair with Vocal Score 
(including many WMTC members), The Jaguars (Brian’s band), a very 
special bridesmaid (Laura Skelton), our youngest guest (Verity Brown, 
aged 1 week) and some excellent photographers ;-) That very same 
year I was pleased to be part of the original onstage company for the 
first WMTC show as they moved into their new home at the Swan 
Theatre. Then came the patter of tiny feet with my son, Thomas, in 2013 
and daughter, Imogen, in 2015, hence the temporary break from my 
other family! 
And so that brings me to 2016. I am currently juggling Mummyhood with 
teaching part-time at a lovely rural school in Himbleton and we are 
imminently moving into our forever home, fingers crossed! Time then for 

me to return to my other love. Thank you for welcoming me back – I 
cannot wait for show week and especially chilli in a bread bowl!   
 
Rozanne Pope 

Probably like most in this group, I started singing 
and dancing around the garden from an early 
age with the inability to sit still, especially when I 
heard a beat, and growing up in Botswana, 
African music has amazing beats. I'm proud that 
I grew up during the time of vinyl records (the 
first time around), cassette and video tapes, on 
which my nan would send recordings of Top of 
the Pops from the UK - all of these influences 
fueled my love of music. Moving to the UK in the 
early 90s, I tried to keep up my dance lessons 
and took GCSE drama but I lacked confidence 
to pursue my love of music. With adult life came 
more responsibilities, taking me further away 
from it all but I have tried to keep a foot in here 
and there; performing in a production of the V Monologues at the Artrix 
and We Will Rock You at the Swan, with street dance and salsa classes 
along the way. My singing has always been reserved for me, myself and 
I, shying away from an audience but my goal is to change that, so, I 
auditioned! 
This will be my first performance with WMTC. I was nervous about 
joining but already, the energy and laughter is infectious and life's too 
short to not be doing what you enjoy the most, especially when you can't 
help but move to music and when singing in harmony gives you happy 
goosebumps. 
I live in Worcester with my fiancé Jon and springer spaniel, Jack, so I'm 
especially thrilled to be supporting Guide Dogs for the Blind, as we know 
and appreciate how much of a positive and invaluable impact dogs can 
have on people's lives.  



Louise Palser 
 
My name is Louise and I have the absolute 
pleasure of being part of this fantastic theatre 
company. I was inspired by my daughter who 
joined two years ago, watching her perform 
made me so proud and it was great to watch 
her become part of a great company and 
family. 

In the day I have the pleasure of being an 
assistant headteacher and teaching year six 
pupils. I am passionate about learning and 
believe that I should take part in new learning 
every day, this helps me to know what the 
children go through when they are learning 
new things. With that in mind, attending rehearsals is a constant source 
of new learning for me, I feel lucky to be part of a supportive group of 
talented performers and who knows, with a little more practise I will 
improve!. 

For relaxation I love running, only two years ago I didn’t even own a pair 
of trainers – last October I ran the Birmingham half marathon; something 
I had never even dreamed of. It goes to show if you decide to do 
something, with a little bit of support, anything is possible.  

I used to be part of another company and we got the chance to sing; one 
of the most memorable performances for me was Jesus Christ Superstar, 
we performed it in Gloucester Cathedral – an amazing venue.  I had a 
great time but now enjoy the opportunity to sing and dance! 

So for the future; running a full marathon, working to inspire my pupils, 
continuing to be proud of my beautiful children Rebecca and James and 
of course, performing in my first WMTC performance. 
 
Helen Dilworth (Muffy) 

I am Helen, a 31 year old Brummie who moved 
to Worcester 3 years ago. I work in the NHS as 
a data validator, working alongside the 
outpatients department. 
I met Miriam not long after I arrived in 
Worcester, and she finally talked me into joining 
WMTC, so this is my first year in this fantastic 
company. I have been in some small 
productions in school and onc even played 
guitar in a band at the NEC. 
WMTC is a wonderful and friendly company and 
I am honoured to be counted amongst such 
dedicated people. 
 
 



Jade Hinton 
 
Hi, I'm Jade. I began singing and dancing as 
soon as I could walk, I went on to dance at 
Star Stage for 12 years, performing on stage 
from the age of 4. I went onto to follow my 
dream of working with children, teaching Street 
Dancing, Ballet and Cheerleading, whilst 
becoming a qualified nursery nurse. 
My interest in the stage and performing 
continued and I followed my dad backstage 
working with the MMTG Props team lead by 
Gill in 2010. The following year, 2011, I 
auditioned for the show and was successful 
and went on to perform in 3 shows. I then 
fulfilled my biggest ambition to become a Mum 
and last August Mila Jade arrived filling my world with joy. She is now 
approaching her 1st birthday. My time is now filled with being a part time 
nursery nurse and full time mummy, but thanks to my fiancè I have 
returned to WMTC and I am loving being back with the cast rehearsing 
for this year's show and cannot wait to get back on stage. Good luck to 
all and here's to an amazing show. 
 
 
Alistair Fields 
 
"Ex Lincoln Cathedral choirboy, Worcester 
Rockchoir member (2015-2016). Accomplished air 
guitar player. I believe music is the best drug and 
singing the best therapy." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT! 
 

From Sally Dudley, our Membership Secretary 
 

YOUR SUBS ARE DUE! 
 

   A big thank you to those who have paid already. 



Congratulations are due to Harlequin and Miss Paula on 

becoming Dancing World Cup Champions - AGAIN! 

Huge Success for Harlequin - World Championships 

(Worcester News) 

YOUNG, talented dancers have brought glory back to the city after 

shining in the Dance World Cup in Jersey. Sixty eight children aged five 

to 17 from Harlequin Stage School were part of Team England which 

triumphed at the international competition for the fourth year in 

succession. 

The school, based in Perdiswell, was selected to perform an array of 

solos, duets, trios, quartets and group dances including ballet, modern, 

contemporary and song and dance. 

Dancer Imogen Chambers, age 12, was selected from all the dancers 

competing for England to carry the flag at the opening ceremony and 

was presented to Bloch ambassador and ex-Pussycat Doll Kimberley 

Wyatt. 

After a week of competing against the best dancers in the world, the city 

dancers brought home an impressive collection of gold, silver and 

bronze medals. 

Paula Dymock said, Harlequin Stage School principal, said: "It has been 

the journey of a lifetime, we have brought back World Champions to 

Worcester and a bucketful of memories that will last them a lifetime. 

"To see students that you have taught and nurtured standing and 
singing the National Anthem with so much pride is a feeling I will never 
forget. 



"I am so very proud of all the students, not just the ones who came with 
us, but those who supported us 
back at home. 
"Winning ten sections was 
overwhelming but to then go on 
and be selected for both galas and 
being crowned the Outstanding 
Winners in the World in both 
ballet and song and dance really 
has been breathtaking. 
"I have so many highlights but I 
think watching nine-year-old Alice 
McCrea win the first gold for 
England of the whole competition 
and seeing Elliot Lewing being 
placed the highest English male 
dancer for his ballet and modern 
solo against some of the strongest male dancers I have ever seen, and 
of course winning the two outstanding group awards, has got to be the 
best feeling ever." 

 
Well done Paula and your team!!!! 

 
 
 
 

WORCESTER MUSICAL THEATRE COMPANY 

 Important Dates for our 2016 show -   
 “Walking on Sunshine” 

 
 
The Show 
      

Technical – Sunday 30thOctober 
Dress Rehearsal – Monday 31stOctober 

 
 
Performances for the public 
 
   Tuesday 1st November – 7.30pm First Performance 
   Wednesday 2nd November – 7.30pm 
   Thursday 3rd November – 7.30pm 
   Friday 4th November– 7.30pm 
   Saturday 5th November 2.30pm Matinee 
   Saturday 5th November– 7.30pm Last Performance 
 
 
 



 

Message from Jan Brant 
 
Hi all, Jan Brant asks if any of you would like to volunteer to help out with this event 
(see details below). I'm not sure where it will be held but it’s local. Please contact 
Pete Hope direct at pahope@hwfire.org.uk and as soon as possible if you're 
interested. Tell your friends too!A great chance to wear a different sort of heavy 
make up and act a bit too!!! 
www.hwfire.org.uk 
www.facebook.com/HWFire  
www.twitter.com/HWFire  
From: Hope, 
 Peter A. (Community Safety Advisor)  
 
Service Exercise (RTC based) at FSC on Sat 01st Oct 2016  
    
150 Casualties required  
Exercise times  1230 until 1530hrs with   
50 Casualties to be “made up” – numerous injuries – to be on site for 1030hrs  
100 walking wounded – minor injuries – to be on site 1130hrs  
Transport & lunch provided – dietary requirements required  
Old & appropriate clothing required – shower facilities available on site  
If your group could offer any assistance it would be most appreciated – we do need 
to know numbers as a priority so if you could let me know asap that would be great  
    
Many thanks for asking the question – it is most appreciated  
Cheers. Pete  
  
Pete Hope  
Community Safety Advisor  
Watch Commander Worcester 
RDS 
Hereford and Worcester 
Fire and Rescue Service  
pahope@hwfire.org.uk 
07789903244  
 

News from the SubHumans 
 

Guide Dog Trip 

We have organised a trip to the Guide Dog Training Centre in Leamington on 
Saturday 3rd September.  We will be taking a Minibus and will operate on a first 
come, first served basis.  There will be a donation towards the cost of the minibus. 
The tour will start at 10:00a.m. and will last approximately 2 hours, meaning that 
we will need to make an early departure from PYPLC.  There will also be the 
possibility of stopping somewhere for a spot of lunch.  Full details will be emailed to 
you by Annie when details have been confirmed.  Meanwhile, if you are interested, 
please see either Ellie or Mary or Annie ASAP. 
Love Ellie  
 
 

mailto:pahope@hwfire.org.uk
http://www.hwfire.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/HWFire
http://www.twitter.com/HWFire
mailto:pahope@hwfire.org.uk


Thanks to Brian for creating this word search. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From Your Editors - Ken & Ed 
We hope that you have enjoyed this issue.  Any mistakes are 
ours (but inadvertent). Our next issue will be after the show.  

Please keep us in mind when news happens! 

From Trevor Kings 
 


